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Dr. John Denton Carter born 13 March 1905 in Oklahoma died 17 July 1987. Son of Isaac Munsey 
& Minnie S. (BAKER) Carter. 

His father; Rev. Isaac Munsey Carter born 15 September 1847 in Benton Twp, Newton County, 
Missouri and died 10 November 1910 in Stockdale, Wilson County, Texas. Isaac son of Ezekiel 
(1807-1864) and Rhoda (1814-1899) (MUNSEY) Carter. 

His mother; Minnie S. (BAKER) born December 1869 in Texas and died 1910-1920 in Texas. 

Dr. John Denton Carter wrote his first manuscript titled " The Munsey ancestors of Rhoda Munsey 
Weems Carter (1814-1899), of Russell County, Virginia, and Newton County, Missouri " in 

1969. 

He wrote his next book titled " Rhoda Munsey Weems Carter a pioneer Methodist mother of the 
upper south " in 1977. 

His next publication came in 1973 titled " The Warren Court and the Constitution a critical view 
of judicial activism " 

And his last publication, " The Carters of Greene County, Tennessee an American Frontier 
Family " in 1981. 

It is with this last publication this book contains. 

Following is the original pages from the book, copied on a poor copy machine but legible. 

Mr. Carter makes an attempt at explaining the Carter advancements on the Native frontier but 
overlooking the other side of the story... the forcible removal of the native peoples from their land. 

Heavy on gung-ho pioneer enthusiasm, overlooking the obvious consequences of Carter actions as 
a collective upon the native peoples and their surroundings. 

Good reading for background, but the reader must be prepared to add additional sources to prove 
and enhance the real reasons behind the Carter expansionism. Many atrocities were performed by 
the pioneers against the natives in the name of Manifest Destiny. 

Nevertheless, interesting reading and a good beginning in understanding the 18 th Carter mentality. 
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Chapter I 

INTRODOCTION : WHO WERE THE GREENE COUNTY CARTERS? 

Prom the time Greene county, Tennessee, was organized in 1783 
at the end of the Revolutionary War, the Carter family has been an 
aotive foroe in its history. The Greene County Carters should not 
be confused, as they sometimes are, with the more prominent and j 
better known Carters of nearby Carter County, Tennessee. Members 
of the latter family, many of whom achieved national fame, were 
descendants of Col. John Carter, a native of Virginia and one of 
the outstanding leaders in the early settlement of East Tennessee. 
They have included military leaders, legislators, Judges, and 
two governors of Tennessee. There was no kinship between the 
Greene County and the Carter County families, although some family 
hi'.t-orlAnn hive assumed it because of the common name and the fact 
that member* of both families were early Bast Tennessee settlers. 

While none of the early Greene County Carters attained more 
than looal prominence, they were, nevertheless, a race of solid 
oitizens, principally independent, prosperous landowners and 
farmers who bore their Bhare of responsibility in local civic and 
churoh affairs. They were Patriots, and many of them gave loyal 
service to the young American nation in the Revolutionary War in 
which at least nine of the younger Carter men served on military 
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duty either in the regular army or the militia. In the next 
generation. Carters from Greene County served under Andrew Jackson, 
their fellow Tennessean, in the War of 1812 and in the Indian wars 
in the south. 

The Greene County Carters were a deeply religious people and 
came from a long religious tradition as evidenced by the faot that 
nearly all of the Carter men and women of the earlier generations 
in America bore Biblical names, and most of these were Old Testa- 
ment names. The namirog of the children for Biblical characters 
tends to support certain evidence that the Carters were Quakers 
during their early years in America. By the end of the eighteenth 
century, the Carter family members had adopted almost universally 
the Methodist faith, and Methodism continued to dominate the 
religious life of the family for many generations. As Methodists, 
the Carters still named many or most of their children for Bibli- 
cal characters, but none of the sects were as strict in this matter 

as the Quaker*. 

The Carters of the frontier period in American history were a 
hardy, long-live^ raoe of people. In an age when the most primi- 
tive medioal care, a rough diet, frequent epidemics, and ever-present 
violence and danger resulted in high mortality rates and ahort life 
expectancy, a surprising number of the Carters lived into advanced 
old age. This was in part because of the outdoor lives and hard 
work of farmers, but it would also seem to indicate sound physical 
and mental oonstitutions inherited from their ancestors. Of the 
five Carter eons in one family group, all of whom saw Revolutionary 
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war service* two lived into their nineties, two into their 
eighties, and one into hie seventies. These were children of 
John Carter, Sr., one of the elders of the family. Many other 
Greene County Carters of the early years of the republic, both 
men and women, lived beyond their allotted three score and ten 

Most American frontier families, especially those of the 
colonial and Revolutionary periods, left a very faint record of 
their activities. Little is known of the Oreene County Cartera 
before they reached Tennessee toward the end of the Revolutionary 
period. It ifl known that they were living in New Jersey in the 
mid-eighteenth century, but the evidence from contemporary colon- 
ial records is very flimsy. According to these records, there 
were many Carter families living in New Jersey in the eighteenth 
century, but a blood relationship between these iuiailiea and the 
Greene County C a rters has not been firmly established. 

Nevertheless, there are several nineteenth century sources 
that affirm the New Jersey residence of the Greene County family. 
Among these la a brief Carter family history written by Rev. T. S. 
Walker, a Carter in-law, in 1893, that traced the Greene County 
family baok to New Jersey. This short account was based altogether 
on family tradition, but it la supported by other eourooa, includ- 
ing the Revolutionary pension applications of David Carter and 
Ephraim Carter, each of whom atated that he waa born in New Jersey; 
and the 1850 federal census record for Covington County, Miasisa- 
ippl, in whioh Jaoob Carter, then 91+ years old, claimed New Jersey 
as his birthplace. David, Ephraim, and Jacob were members of the 
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Greene County Carter family. 

This ia rather sketchy evidence, it ia true, but it ia enough 



when they began their long trek to Tennessee. Nothing certain is 
known of the family prior to the New Jersey residence, although it 
may be assumed from the name that they were of British descent. 
While there ia a tradition among some present-day Missouri descen- 
dants that the family came to the colonies from Wales, it is 
likely that it originated in England where the name is common. 

The Carters living in Now Jersey in the middle of the eigh- 
teenth century — that is, those who later migrated to Greene County 

were not of a single family, but were of a group of families bound 
together not only by ties of kinship but of common church membership 
and the status of immigrant farmers in search of free land on the 
American frontier. No doubt some of the Carter kin remained in 
New Jersey, but at lo*st two of the family groups, headed by the 
patriarchs John Carter, Sr., and Levi Carter, Sr., made, the trip 
together from New oorsey to Tennessee, with long stopovers in 
Virginia and North Carolina. The exact relationship of John, Sr., 
and Levi, Sr., has not been established. They may have been bro- 
thers or perhaps had some other relationship. They were approxi- 
mately of the same age, both having been born in the 1730s, and 
they both died in Greene County in lBll, leaving many descendants, ^ 

A probable family member, Joseph Carter, Sr., of the same 
generation as John, Sr., and Levi, Sr., may have accompanied, with 
his family, the latter two on the move from New Jersey to Greene 
County. However, there is no evidence that Joesph and his family 



to establish the fact that the Carters were living in New Jersey 
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were with the other Carter groups until the family heads appeared 
on the 1780-81 tax rolls of Washington County, North Carolina, as 
residents of an area that was soon to become Greene County. An 
inventory of the Joseph Carter estate in the Greene County records 
indicates that he, too, died in the county in 1811. 

John Carter, Sr., had eight children, consisting of five sons 
and three daughters. There is reliable evidence that all of the 
sons were born before the family left New Jersey. The oldest son 
was Abraham Carter, who was born in the early 1750s, and was the 
first of the sons to stake out his own land claim and establish a 
household separate from that of his father's. This was in western 
Virginia, the first stopping place of the family on the way to 
Tennessee. Abraham was no doubt married at the time and was seek- 
ing a plaoe to raise his own family. 

The other sons and their approximate birth years were John 
Carter, Jr., 1755? Jacob, 1756; Daniel, 1758; and James, 1768. 
The three daughters, whose dates and places of birth are unknown, 
woi'ti Rebecca, who first married John Hardin and after his death, 
John Hoaaj Eleanor (Penelope) who married Hugh Cain of Hawkins 
County, Tennessee; and a third daughter whose given name is unknown, 
but who married Benjamin Ooodin of Greene County. 

Levi Carter, Sr.'a family was approximately the site of that 
of John Carter, Sr. One source /identifies eight children, six 
sons and two daughters, and names another possible son. The oldest 
son was Caleb Carter, probably born in the early 1750s, who was 
old enough to establish his own household when the family settled 
for a time in western Virginia. Levi Carter, Sr. 'a other sons, 
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aooordlng to the souroo mentioned above, were Levi, Jr., John, 
Jesse, Joseph, Elijah, and possibly Nathan. The daughters were 



Susanna, who married Absolom Templeton; and Rachel, who married 
John Hartley. 

In addition to John Carter, Sr., and Levi Carter, Sr., and 
their identified family members, and possibly Joseph Carter, Sr., 
mentioned above, there were two young men on this long Journey of 
the Carters from New Jersey to Greene County whose parentage or 
other family relationships have not been established. These were 
David Carter and Bphraim Carter. Both were Revolutionary soldiers 
and both applied for pensions under the 1632 law pensioning milit- 
iamen. In fact, their pension applications provide important 
sources of information on the migration of the Carters from New 
Jersey to Tennessee, especially on their military experiences in 
western Virginia and North Carolina. 

The John and Levi Carter families, as well as other Carters 
whose family relationships are unknown, began to arrive- in Greene 
County (than Washington County) about 1780, after long sojourns in 
Monongalia County, Virginia, and Surry County, North Carolina, 
extending over a period of about ten years. The two patriarchs and 
younger members of their families who were of age, as well as Joseph 
Carter and his family, laid claims to adjoining tracts of land, \ 
ranging from 100 to 1»300 acres, along the fertile flood plain of 
Lick Creek and its tributaries. These claims were confirmed and 
deeds granted by the state of North Carolina in 1787 and 1793* 
Once having settled on their own choice lands capable of providing 
them with a good livelihood, the Carters multiplied rapidly. By 
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payers. In the I83O federal census of Greene County, the earliest 
oensua record of the county now available, there were twenty Carters 
listed as heads of households. All but a very few of these were 
descendants of the patriarchs who led the New Jersey Carters on the 
long trek to Tennessee. 



1805 there were fourteen Carters on the list of Greene County t 
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From New Jersey to Western Virginia 

One of the great land ruahea in American history occurred in 
the eighteenth century during the colonial period when many thou- 
sanda of nowly-arrived Scotch-Irish Presbyterians from Ulster and 
German Proteatanta from the Palatinate, together with a large 
number of coloniata of English, Welsh, and Huguenot origin from 
the Atlantic seaboard, poured into central and western Pennsyl- 
vania seeking oheap land, or possibly free land, in the wilderness 
where they oould raise their families in freedom and dignity, 
unburdened by quit-rants, heavy taxes, and by restrictions on 
their economic and religious activities. Many of these migrant 
families roalized their fondest hopes in the rich river valleys 
and rolling hills of middle Pennsylvania east of the Alleghenies, 
but a rauoh greater number, arriving after the best Pennsylvania 
lands had been oocupied, and blocked off to the west by the moun- 
tains, the French at Fort Duquesne before being driven out by the 



British, and the Indian tribes of the Ohio Valley, turned south- 
ward into the back country of the Southern colonies — the fabulous* 
Valley of Virginia, the Piedmont plateau of the Carolinas, and 
the great East Tennessee Valley. Here they met other migrants 
moving westward across the Blue Ridge from the older settled areas 
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of Virginia and the Carol inas. 

The New Jersey Carters were a part of this stream of restless 
humanity lured on by the prospect of a home and a better livelihood 
in the wilderness. John and Levi Carter, with their immediate 
families and other related Carters, began their long trek from 
New Jersey to Tennessee by way of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and 
North Carolina, in the late I76O3. At the early or Pennsylvania 
stage of their Journey, they did not follow the mainstream of 
migration—southward into the Shenandoah Valley and beyond. In- 
stead, they joined a amalHiumber of other hardy souls and con- 
tinued farther westward across the Alleghenies into the wild and 
sparsely settled Monongahela River valley and finally came to 
rest in an area that became Monongalia County, Virginia (now West 
Virginia), very near the Pennsylvania boundary line. 

The Carters arrived in this mountain wilderness about 1770 
and remained for seven years. They found themselves in a ruggecB 
country oovered with deep forests and drained by a large river 
system, thr Monongahll* and its tributaries, which Joined the Alle- 
gheny River system at Pittsburg to form the Ohio River. In this 
country of steep and rocky mountain sides and narrow valleys, the 
only good orop land was to be found in the flood plains 'of the 
rivers and larger creeks. In short, while the country was ideal 
for hunters, trappers, and fishermen, and had long been used as 
a summer retreat by the Indian tribes of the area, it was not 
capable of supporting a large population of farmers. When the 
Carters reached there about 1770, most of the fertile lands in 
the broader valleys had already been claimed by Individuals or 
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by companies engaged in large schemes of land speculation. The 
Carters were forced to settle up the smaller creeks where the plow 
land was even more limited than in the river valleys. 

One other handicap the Carter families faced in migrating to 
this wild frontier country was that they were in violation of 
British law. At the end of the French and Indian War, the British 
government made the decision to restrict white settlement to lands 
east of the Appalachian watershed; that is, to lands drained by 
waters flowing eastward into the Atlantic, reserving lands west of 
the divide to the Indian allies of the British. By this policy 
the British government hoped to strengthen its Indian alliances 
and at the same time form a western barrier to prevent the white- 
colonists from getting beyond the reach of the King's laws and 
the tax collectors of the colonial governments. The policy was 
put into effect by a royal decree that established fche Proclamation 
Line of 1763 along the Appalachian djjLvide. This decree was still 
in effect, although somewhat compromised, when the Carters pushed 
beyond the line and settled on waters that drained westward into 
the Ohio River system. 

The British policy of restricting the westward migration of 
the white settlers was very nearly unenforceable in the face of 
the determination of the colonists to subdue and occupy the vast 
wilderness stretching out before them. The frontiersmen of the 
1760s, inoluding the Carters, no doubt held views very aimilar to 
those of the Scotch-Irish of an earlier period when that rugged 
breed of Calvlnists began to arrive in the colonies in large num- 
bers in the 1720s. When in 1721f the secretary of the Province of 
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Pennsylvania wrote to William Penn complaining that the unruly 
Scotch-Irish were occupying lands of the Proprietor in defiance 
of the law, a group of the squattera replied that it "was against 
the laws of God and nature that so much land should be idle while 
so many Christians wanted it to work on and to raise their own 
breed." This defiance of the authorities in the name of Jehovah 
could well have come from later members of the Scotch-Irish breed I 
such as Andrew /Jackson, David Crockett, and Sam Houston. 

At about the time the Carters reached western Virginia, colo- 
nists from the Valley of Virginia and the North Carolina Piedmont 
had crossed the Proclamation line in force in defiance of the law 
and had established the first permanent British settlement west of 
the Appalachian divide. The restrictions imposed by the Proclamation 
Line became one of the major grievances of the western frontiersman 
against King George, and by Joining the Patriot cause they helped 
to sweep these restrictions into the dustbin of history. 

Carter Land Claims in Monongalia County, Virginia 
When the Carters reached the Monongahela country about 1770, 
they found the area without an organized government, a permanent 
state of warfare between Indians and whites, and a continuing 
quarrel between the Pennsylvania and Virginia colonies over con- 
flicting boundary claims. Virginia had been the more aggressive. 
Its colonial government, supported by the terms of its sea-to-sea 
charter, laid claims not only to the present states of West Vir- 
ginia and Kentucky, as well as vast lands north of the Ohio River; 
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Pennsylvania wrote to William Penn complaining that the unruly 
Scotch-Irlah were occupying lands of the Proprietor in defiance 
of the law, a group of the squatters replied that it "was against 
the laws of God and nature that so much land should be idle while 
so many Christians wanted it to work on and to raise their own 
breed." This defiance of the authorities in the name of Jehovah 
could well have come from later members of the Scotch-Irish breed I 
suoh as Andrew /Jackson, David Crockett, and Sam Houston. 

At about the time the Carters reached western Virginia, colo- 
nists from the Valley of Virginia and the North Carolina Piedmont 
had crossed the Proclamation line in force in defiance of the law 
and had established the first permanent British settlement west of 
the Appalachian divide. The restrictions imposed by the Proclamation 
Line became one of the major grievances of the western frontiersmen 
against King George, and by Joining the Patriot cause they helped 
to sweep these restrictions into the dustbin of history, 

Carter Land Claims in Monongalia County, Virginia 
When the Carters reached the Monongahela country about 1770, 
they found the area without an organized government, a permanent 
state of warfare between Indians and whites, and a continuing 
quarrel between the Pennsylvania and Virginia colonies over con- 
flicting boundary olaimB. Virginia had been the more aggressive. 
Its colonial government, supported by the terms of its sea-to-sea 
charter, laid claims not only to the present states of West Vir- 
ginia and Kentucky, as well as vast lands north of the Ohio River; 

11 

Tbyd Thomas (Pratt T.KC, MA- 15434 East Ford Circle Apt A-1 , Aurora, Colorado 80017 941 .209.1701 floydpratt59@gmail.com 1 8 




ftRATT 

HlJBLICATIOIVS 



Literary History Series 



The Carters of Greene County, Tennessee an American Frontier Family 
By Dr. John Denton Carter 1981 Compiled by <F toy cC Thomas (Pratt <F.KC, MJLgj 



in 1773 the county of Westmoreland embracing all of the diaputed 
territory. 

This boundary dispute was of primary concern to the Cartere 
and other settlers along the Virginia-Pennsylvania border because 
it involved their future prospects of obtaining clear titles to 
lands on which they were squatters. I Before the American Revolu- 
tion, they had no legal way to acquire the land; in fact, their 
very presence was illegal. But in order to identify their own 
claims and possibly at some future time procure a legal right, 
they usually built a rude cabin and established a "tomahawk 
claim" or a "corn right" or both. The former involved blaring; or 
notching the trees and shrubs on the boundaries of the claim, 
while the latter was established by clearing land and raising a 
A crop of oorn. These primitive customs, oommon to the western 

frontier, were understood and generally respected by other settlers, 
and usually formed the basis for later titles issued by the state 
governments. 

After the outbreak of^ the Revolution, the General Assembly 
of the Commonwealth of Virginia began to pass laws to regulate 
land ownership on the "western waters" of the state, that is, west 
of the Alleghenios. In 1777 thu General Assembly passed a Home- 
stead Act allowing four hundred ncr9s of land for each family of 
settlers that built one cabin and planted one acre of corn. Two 

" i \ 
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counties of Monongalia, Ohio, and Yohogania, and to establish a 
land office with four commisioners for the district to sit at 
various places "for the purpose of collecting, adjusting, and 
determining claims of settlers." 

The Virginia land commissioners loft a voluminous record of 
the land grants in the Monongahela country which is preserved in 
I4J4.2 hand-written pages in the Monongalia County courthouse in 
Morgantown, West Virginia, the present county seat. The record 
shows that a total of 1,215 homestead grants were made or vali- 
dated by the commission. Some of the validated grants were for 
settlements made as early as 1766. These old homestead entries 
provide a very valuable list of early settlers and their holdings, 
and include many useful references to the history and geography 
of the area. (The entries are summarized in Volume I of Earl L» 
Cora's The Monongalia Story ,,- a projected 5-volume history of the 
county. ) 

During their stay in western Virginia, the Carters laid claim 
to, or acquired from earlier claimants, four tracts of land in the 
area that became Monongalia and Preston Counties, West Virginia,, 
The oldest of these claims was made by John Carter. I in 1770 and 
was located on Wests Run in an area that has been known histori- 
cally as the "Forks of Cheat." This is a large triangular tract 
of land lying between the Monongahelu and Cheat Hivers which con- 
verge a few miles north of the southern boundary of Pennsylvania. 
The tract includes a small triungle in Pennsylvania and a much 
larger area in Monongalia County, West Virginia. There can be 



TCoyd 'Thomas (Pratt T.H.C, MjLg.L, 15434 East Ford Circle Apt A-1, Aurora, Colorado 8001 7 941.209.1701 floydpratt59@gmail.com 20 



years later this act was amended to divide the area into tha three 



13 




ftRATT 

HlJBLICATIOIVS 



Literary History Series 



The Carters of Greene County, Tennessee an American Frontier Family 
By Dr. John Denton Carter 1981 Compiled by <F toy cC Thomas (Pratt <F.KC, MJLgj 



no doubt that John Carter 1 a land claim was on the Virginia side 
of the border and the cor tiflcate so indicates, but when two of 



sions for military service, they were under the impression that 
they were residents of Pennsylvania at the time of their enlistment. 

John Carter settled on his land claim, shown by a later survey 
to amourt to 327 acres, in the year 1770. but the land certificate 
confirming the claim was not issued until after the local land 
office wus established in 1779* When that happened, John Carter 
was not around to receive the certificate. The Carter family had 
left the area in 1777 and had moved to Surry County, North Caro- 
lina. Before they left, John Carter and the three other Carter 
claimants had assigned their claims, with improvements, to others. 
John eold or traded his claim to an assignee who passed it on to 
a second assignee who actually received the land certificate. The 
certificate read as follows: 

Hener y Robeson aaalgnee to John Kinlcade is entitled 
i,u nu'cm iYoiiui'od and twenty seven acres of land in 
Monongalia County on Wests Run agreeable to a former 
Survey made by John Trimble in behalf of John Carter 
to include his settlement made in the year 1770. 

In addition to the John Carter claim of 1770, three other 

Carter claims were made, each totaling lj.00 acres, over the next 

several years. These claims were originally settled by others, 

one in 1772 and two in 1775, and were transferred to the Carters 

by assignment. The 1772 claim of lj.00 acres was assigned by the 

original claimant to Caleb Carter, oldest son of Levi Carter, Sr. 

It was located near the claim of John Carter in Monongalia County. 



John's sons, Junn II jand Jacob, applied many years later for pen- 
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One of the two tracts first settled in 1775 was assigned to Levi 
Carter, Sr., and was located, according to the land certificate, 
on Indian Creek at the mouth of Lemasters Run, which would place 
it near the present village of Arnettavllle in Monongalia County. 
The other 1775 claim was assigned to Abraham Carter, oldest son of 
John Carter, Sr. This l^OO-acre tract was located at some distance 
from the other Carter claims; that is, in present-da^ Preston 
County, West Virginia, near the town of Reedsville, which lies 
about f if teen \or twenty miles southeast of Morgantown. 

Carters in the "Rearguard of the Revolution," 1776-1777 
Soon after the Revolutionary War began, at least four and 
possibly more of the Carter young men of military age volun- 
teered for, or were drafted into, Virginia military units charged 
with defending the western frontiers of the newly created common- 
wealth. When the family moved to North Carolina in 1777, these 
young men, together with other Carter men who had become of age. 
Joined North Carolina military foroes. Some of them were engaged 
in the heavy fighting that followed the British shift in the main 
thrust of the war from the north to the south after 1778. The Carters 
were of that breed of militiamen of the Southern frontier who gave 
a good account of themselves in the fight for independence. Pleroely 
loyal to the American cause, they were highly moti voted by their 
love of freedom, their hatred of King Qeorge III and his Indian 
allies, and their hunger for the land that stretched out to the west 
Most were unwilling to leave their fomilios in the wilderness for 
long periods of military duty, but they could be counted on for 
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short terms of enlistment in emergencies. Their finest hour was 
at the Battle of King's Mountain in 1780. 

With the outbreak of war, Virginia had the responsibility of 
defending not only that part of its western frontier that later 
beoame the state of West Virginia, but also the large triangle of 
southwest Pennsylvania claimed by Virginia until the boundary dis- 
pute between the two states was settled in 1779. It is Ironic 
that two of the Carter militiamen, John and Jacob Carter, stated 
in their pension applications that, at the time of their service, 
they were Pennsylvania residents engaged in the defense of that 
state, implying that they had been members of Pennsylvania units, 
although the Pennsylvania Quakers and Oerman religious pacifists 
in the Pennsylvania legislature had thwarted Benjamin Franklin 
in his efforts to raise the money and troops to defend the western 
frontiers of the state. At least in the early stages of the war, 
Virginia had little help in defending the Monongahela country 
against attacks by the British and their Tory and Indian allies. 

Of the Carter young men who served in Virginia militia unit* 
during the first year of the war, three of them — John II, Jacob, 
and David — lived long enough to apply for pensions under the law 
of I832 which granted pensions to militiamen for the first time. 
Veterans of the regular army, Ibetter known as the Continental 



Army, had been pensioned under 'earlier laws. The Carter applica- 
tions with supporting documents, together with many other similar 
Revolutionary pension records, are preserved in the National 
Archives and provide much useful military and social history, of 
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special interest to family historians, that would otherwise be 
lost. 

When John Carter, Jr., applied for a pension in 1832 he was livii 
in Greene County, Tennessee, and claimed to be 76 years of age. 
David Carter, who applied in the same year, was then a resident of 
Franklin County, Georgia, and gave his age as 73. Jacob Carter 
applied in I835 while a resident of Marion County, Mississippi. 
He gave his age as 77, but he was closer to 79. His application 
was turned down because he was unable to supply the necessary 
witnesses, but this rejection does not affect the value of the 
document as a historical source. The principal shortcoming of the 
applications as historical sources was that all three of the appli- 
cants were old men whose memories had faded somewhat. It is not 
surprising that there would be some discrepancies in their recol- 
lections of events that had occurred over half a century earlier. 
In fact, there are a number of discrepancies in details, but it is 
also surprising that the three of them, living far apart and unable 
uu oonault with one another, should agree upon so many items such aa 
the names of their officers and places where they had been stationed. 

A close reading and comparison of the pension applications of 
John, Jacob, and David Carter indicates that, in spite of some dis- 
crepancies, the military careers of the three young men, and 
perhaps other family members who left no reoord, followed the same 
general pattern in the first year of the war along the Virginia- 
Pennsylvania border. They first enlisted or were drafted in 1776 
for service in a Monongalia County, Virginia, militia company 
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whose field commander was Lt. Lewis Rogers (Rodgers). The company 



Capt. David Owens. 

During their first three-month tour of duty the Carters' mili- 
tia unit under the command of Lt. Rogers was marched into southwest 
Pennsylvania (then claimed by Virginia) to reinforce the Redstone 
fort, located on the Monongahela River at the site of present 
Brownsville, Pennsylvania. The mission of the force was to defend 
the scattered white settlements that were under attack or at least 
threatened by marauding bands of Shawnee Indians. The accounts of 
John and David give no details of the tour, but Jacob states that 
the expedition moved to Jacob Stadlers Station on Duncans Creek 
(which empties into the Monongahela at the site of the Redstone 
fort), and from thenoe "across the river Monongahela about 20 or 
25 miles where he remained and served during the whole period of 
three months . . .* This expedition to the Redstone fort and sur- 
rnnnrHnrr ar«" nrobably took place in the fall of 1776. 

On their second three-month tour of duty the three Carter 
served under the overall command of Capt. David Owens whose 
house or "stationi'* as it was generally referred to, was located • 
near present Morgantown on the east bank of the Monongahela River* 
After being mustered in at Capt. Owens' place, probably in the 
spring of 1777, the unit appears to have been split up and its 
members sent to several forts or fortified places along the river. 
The so-called forts were probably no more than hastily construc- 
ted stockades in which settlers from the surrounding countryside 



commander was given variously as Capt. Pierpont, Capt. Scott, and 



18 



TCoyd 'Thomas (Pratt T.H.C., M.JL.g.L, 15434 East Ford Circle Apt A-1, Aurora, Colorado 8001 7 941.209.1701 floydpratt59@gmail.com 25 




ftRATT 

HlJBLICATIOIVS 



Literary History Series 



The Carters of Greene County, Tennessee an American Frontier Family 
By Dr. John Denton Carter 1981 Compiled by <F toy cC Thomas (Pratt <F.KC, MJLgj 



could gather in time of danger. 

In his account of his second tour of duty, Jacob Carter 
stated that he served for three months at a fort or station on the 
west side of the Monongahela opposite Owens Station. David Garter, 
after being mustered in for his second tour, served for some time 
at Owens Station and was then sent with Lt. Rogers' unit to serve 
for a month at Dunkards Station on Dunkards Creek. John Carter's 
next three-month tour of duty began at Owens Station, but a very 
interesting document of the Revolutionary War period has been pre- 
served that shows that John Carter and his relative Levy (Levi) 
Carter served for about two months of this tour at Pricketts Port, 
located on the Monongahela about twenty miles south of present 
Morgantown. They were under the command of Capt. William Haymond 
and Lt. Morgan Morgan. This document, preserved by the Raymond 
family, carries the title (perhaps added later): "Pay roll of 
Capt. William Raymond's Company of Monongalia County Militia on 
duty at P/~r_7ickett»a Port, near Morgantown from the 15th of 
April until the 12th of June, 1777." There are twenty-eight \ 
names on the payroll. 

The Levy Carter listed was probably Levy (Levi), Jr., rather 
than his father, ^he latter was then about forty years old, with 
a large family to provide for and to protect against raiding 
Indians and other dangers. It is more likely that the son, prob- 
ably in hia late teens at the time, rather than the father, would 
have been oalled up for garrison duty. Of course, in a period of 
emergency or great danger, both father and son would have been 
drafted for military service. 



TCoyd 'Thomas (Pratt T.H.C, MjLg.L, 15434 East Ford Circle Apt A-1, Aurora, Colorado 8001 7 941.209.1701 floydpratt59@gmail.com 26 



19 I 



RATT Literary History Series 



UBLICATIONS 



The Carters of Greene County, Tennessee an American Frontier Family 
By Dr. John Denton Carter 1981 Compiled by <F toy cC Thomas (Pratt <F.KC, MXgJ 



Chapter III 
THE WAR YEARS IN NORTH CAROLINA , 1777-1780 

Ths Carters Movelto feurry County, North Carolina. "1777 \ 
One year after the Revolutionary War had begun, the Carters 
made a far-reaching decision to dispose of their land holdings in 
Virginia, paok up their belongings, and leave the Monongahala 
country forever. It is not clear what destination they had in 
mind when they left, but it is probable that they had heard fron- 
tier tales of the rich lands to be had in North Carolina after 
the Revolutionary state government had confiscated Lord Granville's 
royal grant that covered a huge area in the northern part of the 
state along the Virginia line. With the coming of the Revolution 
and the seizure of the Granville estate, it became possible for 
the settlors on the former royal grant to obtain titles .to the 
lands thay had occupied or which they would soon begin to occupy. 

Whatever the positive attractions that caused the Carters to 
move south — whether the proapeot of fertile land to be had cheaply, 
milder climate, or other--it seems probable that the most com- 
pelling reason was to get away from an area in which their futures 
as independent, prosperous farmers were severely restricted by a 
general lack of good farm land. The mountainous, rocky land 
claims of the four Carter heads of families offered little oppor- 
tunity for a reasonable degree of prosperity over the long terra, 
and the outlook for the younger sons, as well as the future sons- 
in-law, was even more bleak. 

20 

Tbyd Thomas (Pratt <F.KC, MA- Q.L, 15434 East Ford Circle Apt A-1 , Aurora, Colorado 80017 941 .209.1701 floydpratt59@gmail.com 27 




ftRATT 

HlJBLICATIOIVS 



Literary History Series 



The Carters of Greene County, Tennessee an American Frontier Family 
By Dr. John Denton Carter 1981 Compiled by <F toy cC Thomas (Pratt <F.KC, MJLgj 



Of course, there was something in the nature of the American 

pioneers, as well as in the nature of most restless human beings 

endowed with a degree of imagination and ambition, to look always 

beyond the horizon for something better. This restless quality of 

the Americans, this wanderlust, was observed with some degree of 

wry disapproval by Lord Dunmore, the last oolonial governor of 

Virginia, in a letter to the Earl of Dartmouth: 

They acquire no attachment to Place: But wandering 
about seems engrafted in their Nature; and it is a 
weakness incident to it, that they should for ever 
imagine the lands further off, are Still better than 
those upon which they are already settled. 

No doubt the Carters, as most other frontier families of the 
period, were affected by this wanderlust, this passion for better 
lands over the horizon, but it was for a combination of reasons 
that the Carters left the western Virginia country. They departed 
probably in the summer of 1777 and headed south through the 
Shenandoah Valley. It is not known whether they headed directly / 
for North Carolina, or wandered through the Shenandoah country 
► looking along the way for good plow land that could be bought at 
a reasonable price. (They must have found no bargains in Virginia, 
assuming they were looking for such, because they ended up in 
Surry County, North Carolina, just below the Virginia line, 
arriving before the year 1777 had ended. 

Political and Social Ferment in the Carollnas 

The migration of the Carter family to northwestern North Caro- 
lina brought no immediate improvement in its fortunes. The family 
came into a frontier area long torn by civil strife which centered 
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around the Regulator movement. Organized originally as law and 
order groups, the Regulators were at first primarily concerned 
with suppressing roving bands of outlaws preying upon the more 
stable and law-abiding citizens. In this they were not unlike 
the vigilance committees of the western cattle and mining frontier 
of a later period. 

In time the outlaw bands were brought under control, but the 
Regulator movement continued and became the principal arm of the 
small farmers who were in rebellion against the colonial governor** 
tax collectors, absentee landlords who charged annual quit-rents 
for use of the land, and corrupt county officials who were charging 
exorbitant fees for providing such needed services as registering 
land titles, probating estates, and issuing marriage licenses. 
Other grievances were the slowness in organizing county governments, 
the failure to give equal representation to the new western counties 
in the colonial legislature, the remoteness of the courts, and the 
cost of attending them. 

Orowing conf lie t |between the colonial government and farmers 
came to a violent showdown at the Battle of Alamance Creek in 1771 
in which an armed force sent out by the royal governor defeated 
and Boattered a poorly-armed band of Regulators. The revolt, a 
true peasants' revolt of a type that has occurred so often in 
history, ended in blood, and seven of the leaders of the movement 
were captured and hanged. Most of the Regulators accepted a pardon 
from the governor, but hundreds of the disaffected fled to the 
Watauga settlements across the mountains. Others remained to be- 
come after the outbreak of the Revolution strong adherents of the 
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Tory oause, because many of the leaders of the new Revolutionary / 
state government were the same Judges, lawyers, sheriffs, and other j 
officials who \had been the oppressors under the colonial government. 
In the very nature of things, the coming of the American 
Revolution added to the existing chaos and multiplied the problems 
of the North Carolina backwoods farmers, including the Carters 
after they arrived during the second year of the war. The old 
fight between colonial officials and the Regulators had become 
open warfare between the American Whigs and the loyalist Tories. 
Land titles remained in a state of uncertainty even though the 
lands of Lord Granville and other landlords had been confiscated 
and opened to settlement and to outright ownership in fee sL..,,le 
by the land-hungry farmers. In spite of the good intentions of 
the new state and county governments, their impotence and -continu- 
ing remoteness made it impossible for them to provide the services 
demanded by the farmers, including the validation of land claims 
of the farmer renters and the squatters. 

Except for the military services of the younger men in the 
family, the Carters left an exceedingly dim record of their wartime 
years in North Carolina. The surviving state and county records . 
throw little light on the Carter efforts to acquire land, and it 
is probable that they remained squatters throughout their stay 
in Surry County. 

Nevertheless, the problems of making a living and merely 
surviving on the turbulent, wartime frontier of the state can be 
understood in a general way from the political and social history 

/ 
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of the area. The short historical sketch presented above i^ an 
attempt toprjovide some appreciation of the primitive environment 
in which the Carter family lived during the war years in the North 
Carolina foothills. When they crossed the Allegheny Mountains 
toward the end of the war and settled on the fertile lands of the 
Lick Creek valley in Greene County, they continued to live under 
unsettled frontier conditions, but they were then able to put down 
roots, acquire title to the lands on which they settled, and to 
build toward a secure and more prosperous future. 

Military Service in N n rth Carolina 

Pron the time the Garters arrived in Surry County in 1777 
until the end of the Revolutionary War, at least nine and possibly 
other members of the family served the American cause in the mili- 
tary forces of the State of North Carolina. One and possibly two 
of these served in the continental line, that is, the regular army. 
The others, although enrolled in county militia units, were called 
into front line combat service with the American army foroes op- 
posing Cornwallis' march through the Carolines during the closing 
years of the war. 

Pour of the Carter men who served in the Carolinaa— Jacob, 
John, Jr., David, and Ephraim--f iled applications for pensions 
under the 1832 pension law for former members of militia units, 
and in doing so they left records of their individual military 
activities, James Carter, the youngest son of John, Sr., filed 
a pension application in I83O, two years before the I832 law for 
militiamen was passed. He was able to do this because he claimed 



Tbyd '"Thomas (Pratt <F.KC, M.jL.g.L, 15434 East Ford Circle Apt A-1, Aurora, Colorado 8001 7 941.209.1701 floydpratt59@gmail.com 31 




ftRATT 

HlJBLICATIOIVS 



Literary History Series 



The Carters of Greene County, Tennessee an American Frontier Family 
By Dr. John Denton Carter 1981 Compiled by <F toy cC Thomas (Pratt <F.KC, MJLgj 



to be a member of the continental line and therefore eligible for 
a pension under the lQlH pension law for regular army men. How- 
ever, he was unable to prove that the company commander under whom 
he served, Capt, Ptolemy Powell, was an officer in the regular 



army rather than the militia. Mia application was rejected on 
legal grounds, not because hia claim was untrue. 



The other Greene County 'Vrtera in the Revolution — Daniel, 

Caleb, Levi, Jesae, and Nathaniel. (Nathan) — either died before the 

/ 

I8j2 pension law was passed or failed to take advantage of it after 
it went into effect. The record of their military services in 
North Carolina forces is confined to a single source, a file of 
"Revolutionary Army Accounts" in the atate archives at Raleigh. 
Thia source shows the payments made to all North Carolina soldiera 
in settlement of their accounts at the end of the war. (Penelope 
Johnson Allen, in her Tennessee Soldiers in the Revolution , has 
used these archival records in compiling a list of the soldiers 
from the western counties that later became a part of Tennessee.) 

The American Disaster at the Battle of Camden 

When the Carters of military age first Joined the Surry County 
militia soon after their arrival in North Carolina, they could 
foresee no more than the same types of duties some of them had 
performed in western Virginia. These duties were those of a home 
guard, that is, protecting the settlements and isolated farm prop- 
erty, including livestock and food supplies, acainat marauding 
bands of Tories, Indians, and common criminals. For a year or so 
their military activities were confined to Surry and adjoining 
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counties, but great events were taking place In the North, Includ- 
ing severe setbacks to British plans, that would cause the British 
high command to alter its strategy and to shift the main thrust of 
the war to the back country of the South. Here they hoped to re- 
plenish their forces with recruits from Tory elements in the 
southern states, envelop the Carolines and Virginia, and drive the 
3outh out of the war before renewing their attacks on the northern 
colonies. The British change of plans forced the Carters and their 
fellow militiamen from service as the rearguard of the Revolution 
to combat aotion in the front lines. With the British capture of 
Charleston in 1780, and Lord Comwallis 1 march into the South 
Carolina uplands, virtually all of the Whig or Patriot forces in 
both North and South Carolina as well as in Georgia, regular and 
militia, were called up for active duty to oppose Cornwallis' ad- 
vance. The Carters, along with other back country farmers of the 
Carolines, were now to learn at first hand the true nature of war 
*r\ the hands of professionals and on a scale they had never before 
experienced. 

Soon after reaching Surry County, Jacob Carter and John Cart- 
er, Jr., sons of the senior John Carter, volunteered for duty in 
the county militia unit commanded by Capt. Salathiel Martin, a 
native of Amherst County, Virginia. Captain Martin was a giant 
of a man, six feet nine Inches tall, possessed of great physical 
strength and personal courage. He died in Claiborne County, 
Tennessee, in 1827, five years before the first Re volutionary mili- 
tia pension law was passed, and thus went unrewarded for his herolo 
deeds. However, his widow was later awarded the widow's pension 
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and in the application gave an account of her husband's war record. 

Jacob Carter must have possessed some qualities of leadership 
and a taste for the military life. He was soon commissioned a 
first lieutenant and appointed second in command to Captain Martin. 
He stated in his pension application that he "remained and served 
for the term of three years," a term that ended in 1780 in which 
year he was mustered out and sent home. However, Jacob did not 
remain out of service for long. In May I78O the British captured 
Charleston and, under the oommand of Lord Cornwallis, soon overran 
nearly the whole of South Carolina, forcing General Washington to 
dispatch an army under MaJ. Oen. Horation Gates to counter the 
British advance. 

Jacob Carter, ardent patriot and good soldier, again entered 
the service as a volunteer under Col. Elijah Isaacs of Wilkea< 
County and marched from Salisbury, North Carolina, to Join General 
Gates who had decided upon a night march and surprise attack upon 
the British position at Camden, South Carolina. The American array 
^ Met a shattering defeat at the hands of Cornwallis in August 1780. 
Few Americans escaped, but Gates was among that number, and when 
he finally ended hie retreat at HillB,borough, 160 miles to the 
north, he found himself with only about 800 survivors of his 
southern army. 

The American historian John Piske has called the Battle of 
Camden "the most disastrous defeat ever inflicted upon an American 
array, and ignominious withal, since it was incurrod through a series 
of the greatest blunders," and, it might be added, ugainst the ad- 
vice of General de Kalb, who had been replaced by Gates, and other 
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seasoned sub-commanders. Before the end of the year. Gates had 
been replaced by Gen. Nathaniel Greene-, perhaps the ablest of 
Washington's general officers, and the man for whom Greene County, 
Tennessee, was named. 

In addition to Jacob Carter, there was at least one other 
member of the Carter family, David Carter, who suffered the humili- 
ation of the defeat at Camden. There may have been and probably 
were other Carters at Camden, but they left no record in the form 
of a pension application or other form. David Carter stated in his 
application that ha first Joined the American service under Brig> 
Gen. Griffith Rutherford near Salisbury, North Carolina, in June. 
1780. After about a month of training he was shifted to a rifle 
company and marched to Camden in time to Join in the battle. He 
was taken prisoner and sent to Charleston where he was imprisoned 
on ships in Charleston harbor for eleven months. H u was then 
transferred to Jamestown, Virginia, where he was exchanged and al- 
lowed to return home. He again entered the service in Wilkes 
County, North Carolina, as a substitute and served for* three month* 
on scouting duty, during which time he was a participant in a 
number of skirmishes with the Tories. 

After John Carter, Jr., completed his first tour of duty in 
the North Carolina militia under Capt. Salathiel Martin, he again 
volunteered for servioe in a militia company commanded by Capt. 
Richard Allen, who ranked with Captain Murtin as one of the out- 
standing volunteer military leaders in the northwestern counties 
of the state. Captain Allen was a native of Baltimore County, 
Maryland, who moved to North Carolina in 1770 and settled in an 
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area of Surry County that was cut off and organized aa Wilkes 
County in 1778. He became one of the wealthiest planter* and 
landowners in Wilkes County, sheriff of the county for many year*, 
postwar commander of the county militia with the rank of colonel, 
and member of the North Carolina legislature. 

In September 1832, when Richard Allen was ninety-one year3 
old, he applied for a pension for his militia services but died a 
month later, before he could realize any benefits. His pension 
application oontains a vivid account of the services rendered by 
his own and other North Carolina militia units in the Revolution. 
This account has been published in full in an outstanding history 
of Wilkes County entitled The Land of Wilkes , written by the then 
retired United States District Judge Johnson C. Hayes, and pub- 
lished by the Wilkes County Historical Society, Wllkesboro, in 
1962. In the May 1974 issue of the PAR Magazine appears a brief 
account with photographs of a ceremony held at the placing of a 
marker in the Allen family cemetery in honor of Captain Allen 
and in commemoration of his servioes in the Revolution. A des- 
cendant of this Revolutionary hero attended the ceremony together 
with representatives of local patriotic organizations. John 
Carter, Jr., honored his wartime commander by naming one of his 
sons Allen Carter, the only one of his twelve children not given 
a Biblical name. 

In his period of service under Captain Allen, John Carter was 
engaged primarily in scouting duty "to suppress the Tories" in 
Surry and Wilkes Counties. He was discharged and returned home 
when his tour came to an end, but there was no respite to be had 
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in the turbulence and destruction that Cornwallia had brought to 
the Carolinaa. Following the Battle of Canden, Cornwallia moved 
into North Carolina, established his headquarters at the town of 
Charlotte* and began plans for a northward invasion which he hoped wot 
soon reestablish control over the southern colonies. At the same 
time, the British commander sent one of his lieutenants, Maj. 
Patrick Ferguson on a mopping-up operation inwe stern South Carolina 
and northward into the Piedmont country of North Carolina in pur- 
suit of scattereu remnants of the badly defeated American army in 
headlong flight. 

As Cornwallis and Ferguson moved into North Carolina, picking 



up Tory recruits along the way, consternation spread over the 
Carolina back country as the shocked Americans came fully to real- 
ize that for the time being at least no organized force existed 
that was capable of preventing the complete takeover of the south- 
ern states by the advancing British army and its indigeous Tory 
allies. The plight of the southern states at the time .has been 
well described by A ««»«<tore Roosevelt in his pioneer work The 
Winning of the West (Vol. II, pp. 251-2): 

Except for occasional small guerrilla parties there was not 
a single organized body of American troops left south of Gates' 
broken and dispirited army. All the southern lands lay at the 
feet of the conquerors. The British leaders, overbearing and 
arrogant, held almost unchecked away throughout the Carolinaa 
and Georgia; and looking northward they made ready for the con- 
quest of Virginia. Their right flank was covered by the waters 
of the ocean, their left by the high mountain barrier-chalna, 
beyond which stretched the interminable forest; and th«y had 
as little thought of danger from one aide as from the other. 

In this period of gloom and doom when no help appeared in sight 

all of those settlers who had adhered to the American cause had 
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miahing, atrocities such as the hanging of prisoners had been 
committed by both sides, and Lord Cornwallis had threatened to 
hang all those "criminals" who had taken an oath of allegiance to 
the king and had then Joined the American revolt. 

Under these circumstances, it is not surprising that members 
of the Carter family, all of whom had supported the Patriot cause 
and many of whom had served in the Revolutionary militia, should feel 
the noose tightening about their necks. Some time in the summer 
or fall of 1780 the Carter patriarchs reached the conclusion that 
they could save their families only by joining the migration of 
other similarly threatened families across the mountains to what 
they believed would be the safety of the imote Watauga country or 
the Tennessee valley, as it was to become. The family or families 
moved en masse , leaving behind only those members who were on 
active military duty und, of course, David Carter who was impris- 
oned in Charleston harbor. Lt. Jacob Carter was with Col. Elijah 
Isaacs' force of Wilkes and Surry County men, and Ephraim Carter, 
who had recently become of age, was serving under Capt. Richard 
Allen. John Carter, Jr., who was not on active duty at the time, 
accompanied his family across the mountains. He was soon drafted 
for service in the Cherokee war and later served a tour under 
Capt. William Trimble and Col. John Sevier whose over-mountain 
men marched east across the mountains to aid Oen. Francis Marion 
in subduing remaining Tory forces in South Carolina after Corn- 
wallls had loft the state. 



good reason to fear the worst. In the recent fighting and skir- 



3JL 



TCoyd 'Thomas (Pratt T.H.C, M.JL.g.L, 15434 East Ford Circle Apt A-1, Aurora, Colorado 8001 7 941.209.1701 floydpratt59@gmail.com 38 




ftRATT 

HlJBLICATIOIVS 



Literary History Series 



The Carters of Greene County, Tennessee an American Frontier Family 
By Dr. John Denton Carter 1981 Compiled by <F toy cC Thomas (Pratt <F.KC, MJLgj 



The Battle of King' a Mountain 

Just aa success Beamed well within the grasp of Lord Corn- 
wallla, a turn In the fortunes of war left the British general 
staggering toward the North Carolina coast to take ship with his 
badly wounded army to Yorktown, Virginia, where he made his last 
stand. The turnabout began with the determination of the Ameri- 
can back country militiamen, the tall men with long rifles, to 
defend their homes and lives at all costs. The initiative for the 
American counter-attack came from the over-mountain men from 
Waahington County under Col. John Sevier, from Sullivan County 
under Col. Iaaao Shelby, and from southwest Virginia under Col. 
William Campbell. They were Joined by militiamen from east of 
the mountains under Cols. Benjamin Cleveland, Joseph Winston, 
Charles McDowell, and James Williams. 



The King's Mountain campaign had its origin in the fertile 
mind of Col, Isaac Shelby who, after the Battle of Camden, developed! 



mo over-mountain men of Washington and Sullivan Counties and 
southwest Virginia with the militia forces east of the mountains. 
He had no trouble convincing Colonel Sevier and Colonel Campbell 
of the throat to the Americana on the Watauga, Holston, and Noli- 
chucky Rivera who were as much endangered aa those east of the 



mountains. The danger became even more apparent when Maj. Patrick 
Perguaon, raiding northward aa far aa the entrance to Carver's 
Gap leading acroaa the mountains to the weatern countiea, aent a 
warning to Colonel Shelby that if the western settlements "did not 
desist from their opposition to the British arms," he would "march 



a plan to save the hear-jproatrate North Carolina; by Joining forces 
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his army over the mountains, hang their leaders, and lay their 
country waste with fire and sword.* 1 

Ferguson's attempt at intimidation infuriated the settlera 
on the western waters. Cola. Shelby, Sevier, and Campbell, aa 
well as Colonel McDowell of Burke County whose troops had been 
driven across the mountains to the Watauga area, quickly reached 
the decision not to wait for an attack but to move against Fergu- 
son at once. By September 25, 1780. an army of about a thousand! 
men waa ready to march across the mountains to Join forces with 
militia units east of the Blue Ridge. By moving quickly, they 
hipped to surprise Ferguson, but the latter, warned by his Tory 
spies, escaped and was soon in full flight to the south as the 
Americans followed in hot pursuit. 

Ferguson could no doubt have reached the safety of Cornwallis' 
lines at Charlotte had he chosen to do so, but in his arrogance ha 
blundered into a decision to occupy King's Mountain, a narrow 
ridge or plateau about sixty feet high near the boundary of the 
t,wu Uarolinas, where he was certain he could destroy the American 
"barbarians " should they attack. In order to strike before Fergu- 
son could fortify his position, the American commanders detached 
their fully-armed mounted riflemen and sent them forward at full 
speed In time to open an attack on the morning of October 7» the 
day of the battle. About a thousand men were engaged on each Bide. 
The American militia units attacked from both sides of the moun- 
tain and, employing Indian fighting tactics, fought their way to 
the top. After an hour of intense struggle, the American riflemen 
overwhelmed the British and Tories at the summit. With few 
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exceptions, all of Ferguson's force were killed, wounded, or 
captured. The bold and reckless Ferguson was among the killed. 



have gloried in the heroic deeds of the frontier backswoodsraen 
with oquirrel rifles and coonskin caps who overcame the arrogant 
and over-confident British at King's Mountain. The battle was not 
a large-scale engagement, but nevertheless it had far-reaching 
consequences. Historians of the Revolution are generally agreed 
that it turned the tide of the war in the South and led directly 
to the surrender at Yorktown. As an immediate result, the victory 
halted the British plan for a quick invasion of North Carolina 
and Virginia and forced Cornwallis to beat a rotreat back into 
South Carolina. It checked the scheme of the British commander 
and his Tory allies for a general uprising of the populace, and 
instead diaoouraged British recruiting among those elements in the 
population that leaned toward the Tory oause. 

Perhaps of greatest importance, the victory gave the new 
American commander, Oen. Nathaniel Greene, time to regroup his 
forces, so badly disorganized after the defeat at Camden. When 
Cornwallis invaded North Carolina the following year, Greene was 
able to employ delaying tactics until he felt strong enough to 
turn and give battle at Guilford Courthouse on March 15, 1781. 
Cornwallis held his ground and won a technical victory, but he 
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The Consequences of Kind's Mountain 

Many generations of Southerners and of Americans generally 
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was so badly mauled that he was forced to give up his plan of 
Invading Virginia and instead beat a hasty retreat to the port 
of Wilmington on the North Carolina couat. Here he loaded his 
men and equipment on tranaporta and sailed for Yorktown, Virginia, 
where his force was bottled up and captured by Washington's army 
on land and the French navy on the aea in October l?8l, thus ending 
the British attempt to conquer the rebellious former colonists. 

In the last year of the Revolution in the South, Carters of 
the Qreene County family were present at King's Mountain, although 
none are known to have been involved in the actual fighting on the 
mountain. Lt. Jacob Carter and Ephraim Carter were in the force 
pursuing Ferguson, according to their pension applications, but 
both apparently were among the foot soldiers held in reserve at 
King's Mountain as the mounted riflemen moved forward to the 
attack. Ephraim, who was in Captain Allen's company in the re- 
serve force, stated that he was taken ill and sent home. Lt. 
Jacob Carter in Col. Elijah Isaacs' outfit joined the fight in 
raopplng-up operations after the victory was won. 

-In his pension a-pplicution, Jacob Carter described his servi- 
ces from King's Mountain to the end of the war in these terms: 
"immediately after the battle of the Kings Mountain he was taken 
prisoner by the Tories commanded by Col. Right, that in the com- 
mencement of the action he received a shot in the forehead whioh 
materially injured hire - And that he mode hlo oooapa by taking 
Parole and returned holme. That shortly after he entered the 
service as a substitute for one Peter Sally - Under the command 
of Col. Smith commanded by Capt. Right- as first Lieutenant of 
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said company we then took up the line of march in order to Join 
Genl- Green at Gillford Court house North Carolina that on our 
arrival at said place the battle being fought the day previous 
we marched by Willmington to the sea coat, where we dispursed 
a band of Tories and shortly after received the news of the cap- 
ture of Lord Corn Wallis- we on receiving the news of said 
capture were verbally discharged and returned holme. . ." (The 
signature of Jacob Carter that followed this account was legible, 
but it waa that of a very old man--aotually he was nearly eighty 
years of age. The erratic spelling and punctuation must be 
charged to the county clerk of Marion County, Mississippi, who 



took down Jacob's words.) 
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Why Did the Carters Move? 

In the previous chapter a brief account was given of the 
great fear that spread over the North Carolina back country in the 
year 1780 as Lord Cornwallls, flushed with victory at Camden, 
moved into the state with dire threats to all who had adhered to 
the American cause. The Carters of Surry County had supported 
the Revolution from the first, both in western Virginia and in 
North Carolina, and had contributed a number of soldiers to the 
cause. They were therefore vulnerable to severe punishment by 
the British and the local Tories who would have no trouble identi- 
fying the Carters as enemies of the King. 

It seems reasonable to assume that the fear of reprisal was 
the most immediate and compelling factor that drove the Carters 
at this time from Surry County across the mountains to the Tennes- 
see oountry where they settled on Lick Greek In an area that would 
soon become Greene County. However, there was another important 
reason for migrating westward, and that was the inability to put 
down roots and establish themselves in Surry County. It was a 
repetition of their experience in western Virginia. They came 
into Surry County in the midst of war, but even before war had 
broken out the western counties of North Carolina had gone through 
a long period of civil strife and turmoil. During the course of 
the Revolution the Carters were involved in the continuing local 
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warfare between the Whlga and the Tories. In moving across the 
mountains they hoped to free themselves from the Tory menace that 
surrounded their daily lives. In the Watauga country there were 
no Tories, at least none who would admit it openly. Prom the out- 
break of war, the men of the western waters had been almost solidly 
adherents of the Patriot cause. They had no other course, because 
they were, and had been long before the outbreak of war, outlaws 
in the eyes of the British government. In crossing the mountains 
and settling on Indian lands, they were in defiance of the King's 
proclamation of 1763 forbidding white settlement west of the 
Appalachian divide. 

After the outbreak of war and the establishment of Washing- 
ton County as the looal ruling body of the whole of the Tennessee 
oountry, the Washington County oourt issued an order that all 
newcomers to the county must report to the oourt upon arrival and 
take an oath of allegiance to the United States. All who failed 
to report or refused to take the oath or who were otherwise sus- 
pected of disloyalty were forced to leave the oounty. By these 
strong measures, the Watauga men were attempting to assure them- 
selves continuing possession of their lands and at the same time 
prevent the outbreak of a devastating civil war between Whigs 
and Tories of a type that had created so much havoc in the older 
counties of the state. 

There is no doubt that the Carter prospects? for establishing 
permanent homes were better in the unoccupied lands to the west 
than in 3urry County, but there were serious obstacles to overcome. 



<F(byd 'Thomas (Pratt T.H.C, M.JL.g.L, 15434 East Ford Circle Apt A-1, Aurora, Colorado 8001 7 941.209.1701 floydpratt59@gmail.com 45 




ftRATT 

HlJBLICATIOIVS 



Literary History Series 



The Carters of Greene County, Tennessee an American Frontier Family 
By Dr. John Denton Carter 1981 Compiled by <F toy cC Thomas (Pratt <F.KC, MJLgj 



For one thing, the new lands beyond the mountains were even more 
remote than Surry County from the North Carolina state government 
which alone had the power to validate land claims and issue 
deeds to the aettlera. In fact, this circumstance caused a long 
delay in obtaining clear titleo to the Carter claims along Lick 
Crick. 

Another serious problem for the Carters after reaching Greene 
County was the Cherokee War. Prom the outbreak of the Revolution, 
the Cherokee*, anticipating early success of their British allies 
in suppressing the rebellion, and quick to seize an apparent ad- 
vantage, took to the warpath in an effort to drive the white in- 
truders back across the mountains. The whites on the other hand, 
believing that a strong offense was the best defense 1 , carried the 
war into the Indian home territory. The war lasted for over a 
decade and involved white militia strikes against Indian towns 
and Indian raids on white settlements, as well as attacks on indi- 
viduals and isolated families. 

..non tne Carters arrived during the 1780-81 period the 
Cherokee War was probably at its moat intensive phase and many 
of the Carter young men were drawn into it. In his pension appli- 
cation, John Carter, Jr., tells of being drafted several times 
for oampaigna against the Cherokeea. John Carter, Sr., lost a 
son-in-law, Capt. John Hardin, first husband of Rebecca Carter, 
in a battle with the Cherokees at Lookout Mountain. In time the 
military power of the whites prevailed as the Cherokeea were at 
last driven out of their ancient home lands in the lower Tennessee 
Valley. But for nearly a decade the Carter settlors were bedeviled 
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by the Cherokee hostilities. Soon after their arrival they 
built a fort or stockade on the site of the present Carter's 
Station church and cemetery. At the same time, as deeply relig- 
ious men of earlier Quaker and later Methodist background, they 
sought to establish friendly relations with the Indians. 

Carters Appear on an Early Washington County T a x List 
The Carters registered their first formal claims to Lick 
Creek lands in 17&3 and 1781;, soon after Greene County was estab- 
lished. The claims were made under the terms of a law by the 
North Carolina legislature in I783 which offered for sale for 
ten pounds per hundred acres all unappropriated land in the 
Tennessee country with the exception of certain military bounty 
and Cherokee reservations. Possibly because the 1783 claims were 
the first to appear in the North Carolina land records it has 
been assumed by some historians that the Carters arrived in Greene 
County in that year and it is so stated on the historical marker 
1/ at Carter's Station. 

However, there are other records that clearly indicate that 
the Carters settled on Lick Creek and its tributaries several 
years earlier, that ia, in the 1780-81 period. The pension appli- 
cation of John Carter, Jr., reveals that he moved to the "territory 
now Tennessee" in that period. He was no doubt in the company of 
other members of the family, because the tax records for Wash- 
ington County list five Carter heads of households as taxpayers 
on the 178O-8I list. The Carter taxpayers included John Carter, 3r. 
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and hia oldest son Abraham; Levi Garter, Sr., and hia oldest son 
Caleb; and Joseph Carter. These family heads lived in the Fifth 
Distriot of Washington County which was soon to become a part of 
Greene County. 

The precise date of the arrival of the Carters in (Washington 
County is not altogether clear, but Joseph Carter was there at least 
as early as November 17, 1780, the date on which he appeared as a 
witness in a Washington County court case. It is probable that 
Joseph, John, 3r., Levi, Sr., and their families made the trip 
across the mountains together and were on Lick Creek at least by 
that date and probably earlier. 

The 1780-81 tax list is preserved in the Washington County 
records in the county courthouse at Jonesboro. This list has been \ 
published with others in Mary Hardin McCown, e_t al, Washington 
County , Tennessee , Records , Vol. I, Washington County Lists of 
Taxablea, 1778-1801 . . . (Johnson City, Tenn., I96I4.). The Carter 
entries on this list with their taxable properties are summarized 
in the table below. Values are expressed in pounds, shillings, 
and pence. The list ia for the years 1780-81. 



hi \ 
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"An Inventory of the Taxable Property of the 
Fifth District In the Present Circulating Currency" 

Acres Value Horses Value Cattle Value Total Sum 

Carter. Abrn. 200 221.15.0 I4. 210.0.0 6 60 I4.9I.15.O 

Carter, Caleb — 5 262.10.0 5 50 312.10.0 

Carter, John 200 210.0.0 3 155-10.0 — — 386.I8.O 

Joseph, Carter 1300 II4.58. 0.0 7 367.10.0 12 120 261+9.0.0 

Carter, Levi — — 3 105.0.0 — — 105.0.0 

1/ Inoludea 19.8.0 oash 
2/ Includes 703.10.0 cash 



The acreages in this table declared for tax purposes by 
1-hr.p.n of the Carter family heads were probably no more than 
preemption claims based on preemption rights granted by the 
state and employed by the county as a basis for bringing the land 
onto the tax rolls. These landholdings , even though subject to 
taxation, could not have been owned under state law until 1783 
when (unappropriated lands in the Tennessee country were 

opened to public sale by the state legislature. 



U2 
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Chapter V 

THE CARTER LAND CLAIMS ON LICK CREKK 
The Revolution Cornea to an End 

The end of the Revolutionary War brought a great sense of 
relief to the Carters on Lick Creek as they struggled to establish 
themselves on what was then the far western edge of the Watauga- 
Tennessee Valley frontier. Probably their greatest satisfaction 
was that their young men in the military service in North Carolina 
would now be able to come home. While the unmarried males of the 
second generation were still subject to short terms of military 
duty as long as the Cherokee War continued, they were nevertheless 
now in a position to settle down, get married, and establish their 
own homes in an area where good land was still plentiful. 

Another reason for optimism was that the Carter land titles 
would no longer be clouded by British laws forbidding white settle- 
ment in the Indian country west of the Alleghenies. However, the 
Carters and their fellow Wataugans still had to contend with the 
remoteness of the North Carolina state government, and the apparent 
indifference of state officials to a distant and sparsely settled 
area which they knew would soon pass from their control. Before 
the Carters and their fellow land claimants west of the mountains 
were able to obtain olear titles to their properties they were 
condemned to several years of political unrest growing out of the 
abortive attempt of the majority of the settlers under the leader- 
ship of Col. John Sevier to establish the separate State of Franklin 
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back country farmers of Washington, Sullivan, and Greene Counties; 
to gain for themselves the freedom and self-government for which 
they had fought so gallantly in the American Revolution. Although 
they were citizens of North Carolina, they had been made to feel 
as unwanted orphans by the mother state whose officials were eager 
to collect the taxes but alow to provide the needed governmental 
services. Above all, the over-mountain settlers despaired of ob- 
taining, within any reasonable length of time, clear titles to 
the unappropriated lands which they had purchased from the state 
under the authority of the 1783 land law. In fact, most of the 
Carters had to wait three to four years, and as long as ten years 
in a few cases, before deeds were finally issued and recorded in 
the Greene County deed books. 

In 1784* following the example of Virginia, the state of North 
Carolina ceded to the central government its western lands, which 
included virtually all of the territory now within the limits of 
the state of Tennessee. Whatever the intentions of the North 
Carolina legislature, one of the results of the cession was to 
leave the farmers of the Watauga and Holston Valleys, as well as 
the settlers on the Cumberland River at Nashville, without any 
form of governing authority above the lovel of the county govern- 
ments. This was so because, while North Carolina had cast them 
off, the moribund Congress of the United States under the Articles 



in the Tennessee country. 



The State of Franklin 



The State of Franklin grew out of the determination of the 
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of Confederation, fearful of antagonizing North Carolina, one of 
its major sources of revenue, waa hesitant in taking up the task 
of providing the Watauga settlers with some form of territorial 
or state government. 

Within a few months after ceding its western lands to Congress, 
North Carolina reversed Itself by repealing the cession act and 
resuming its jurisdiction. In the meantime, the Wataugans, led by 
delegates from the militia cumpanies and somewhat reluctantly by 
Col. John Sevier, took action on their own by r "ling a convention 
to meet at Jonesboro to consider the formation of a new state. 
Later in the same year, in December I78I4., a third convention at 
Jonesboro adopted a motion in favor of a new state to be naned after 
Benjamin F r anklin and at the same time approved a provisional con- 
stitution modeled after North Carolina's. The action of this con- 
vention and the decision of North Carolina to resume Jurisdiction 
led to a period of political anarchy that persisted for four or- 
five years and was not completely settled until North Carolina's 
second session in 17^9 and the formation the following year of a 
new territorial government, the Territory South of the Ohio 
popularly known as the Southwest Territory, In 1796 the Southwest 
Territory became the State of Tennessee, the sixteenth state to 
enter the Union, 

From the rather limited records of this stormy period in 
Tennessee history it 1b not possible to determine the part played 
by the Greene County Carters in the movement for separate state- 
hood. Some of the more critical students of the period view the 
conflict as no more than a war between two groups of wealthy land 
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when the western lands were put up for sale under the 1783 law 
which was condemned by somo as the "Land G r ab Act." John Sevier 
and his friends who held large acreages on the lower Tennessee 
River at the head of navigation at Muscle Shoals bolleved that the 
best protection for their claims would be through separate state- 
hood. In this view, Sevier had the support of the majority of the 
small farmers such as the Carters who had served under Sevier in 
the militia and who trusted hie Judgement. These so-called 
"Franklinites, n howevor, were opposed by John Tipton and his fol- 
lowers, known as the "Tiptonites, " who preached loyalty to the 
mother state of North Carolina as the surest protection of their 
claims. 

The war between Prankinites and Tiptonites more of less came 
to an end in 1788 when Sevier was arrested by Tipton, acting under 
orders from the new governor of North Carolina and a state Judge 
sitting at Morganton. Sevier was taken across the mountains for 
trial* but when he was released on bond he was escorted back across 
the mountains by his 'sons and friends who had come to rescue him. 
They were apparently allowed to escort him home without interfer- 
ence and the trial was never held. 

The Carter ClalmB Settled 



Whatever ill-gotten gains were made by the large land specu 
lators under the terms of the "Land Grab Act," the small farmers 
such as the Greene County Carters, purchasing tracts of 100 to 
500 acres, were the principal benef iciarios in the long run. Th 



speculators who had grabbed thousands of acres at cheap prices 
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was especially true in East Tennessee which fop two centuries has 
been dominated by the yeomanry, the independent small farmer class, 
rather than the owners of large plantations employing slave labor. It 
was these East Tennessee yeomen who kept that part of the state 
loyal to the United States during the Civil War. 

When the Carters first occupied adjoining tracts of land in 
the Lick Creek valley, they possessed no more than squatters' 
rights which, it should be emphasized, were not inconsequential 
be cause under frontier custom the right of the squatter was one 
that was usually protected. The first settler on an unoccupied 
tract of land made the preliminary survey, laid out the metes and 
bounds, built a rude cabin or leanto, planted a crop of corn in 
season, and opened negotiation: with the proper authorities for 
a deed. In the case of two or more claimants to a tract, the 
occupier or squatter was usually given a preemptive right to buy. 
This preemptive right was strengthened if the occupier had been 
obliged to pay taxes on the land, as the Carters were required to 
do. 

Por three years, from 1780 to 1703, the Carters on Lick Creek 
were little more than squatters. Their first major breakthrough 
came with the passage of the 1783 Land Act by the North Carolina 
legislature which made it possible for them to buy their improved 
tracts at the reasonable price of ten pounds (worth about five 
dollars in depreciated currency ) for evory hundred acres. Under 
the authority of this act, each of the Carter heads of household 
filed a claim for a given number of acres. When the claims were 
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approved, warrants were issued by the state which required that a 
survey and plat of the claim be made and filed with the land of- 
fice or commission. The claims of the (farters along Lick Creek 
and its tributaries were surveyed and entered in the North Carolina 
land books during I783 and 178*4-. However, the Carter claimants had 
to wait atleast four years and in a few cases ten years after th« 
landaot was passed before receiving full title to their claims. 
A list of these claims, together with the acreages, locations, and 
dates the deeds were issued are shown in the table that follows. 



ORIGINAL CARTER LAND CLAIMS IN GREENE COUNTY 

Date of 



Name 


Acreage 


Location 




Deed 


John Carter, Sr. 

Benjamin Carter 
(Prom John Carter, 


100 

100 
Sr. ) 


Gists Creek of Lick 
Creek 

Roaring Pork of Lick 
Creek 


27 
20 


Nov 
Sep 


1789 
1787 


Abraham Carter 


275 


Between Lick Creek 
and Dry Pork 


20 


Sep 


1787 


John Carter, Jr. 


250 


Between Lick Creek 
and Dry Fork 


20 


Sep 


1787 


Daniel Carter 


1*00 


On both sides of 
Lick Creek 


20 


Sep 


1787 


Jacob Carter 


200 


On Roaring Pork 
of Li ok Creak 


20 


Sep 


1787 


Levi Carter, Sr. 


175 


Both sides of Lick 
Creek from mouth of 
Camp Creek 


12 


Jan 


1793 


Caleb Carter 


500 


On Lick Creek 


20 


Sep 


1787 


Joseph Carter, Jr. 


200 


Grassy Creek of 
Lick Creek 


12 


Jan 


1793 


Nathan Carter 


200 


On Camp Creek 


12 


Jan 


1793 
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It should be emphasized that the claims listed above were 
original claims made at a time when unappropriated lands were 
still available. They represented only a brief period in 
the pattern of distribution of Carter landholdings . No sooner 
was the ink dry on the official documents denoting original claims 
than ownership of the lands began to change by way of sales and 
purchases, gifts to ohildren or other relatives, and by bequests 
to heirs. The early Greene County deed books are filled with 
records of land transactions between the Carters themselves and with 
others. 

The original surveys and plats of the Carter land grants are 
now preserved in the North Carolina state archives at Raleigh. 
A typical survey and plat of the Carter grants is reproduced on 
page 50 that follows. The survey shown is a 2£0-acre reotangular 
tract between Lick Creek and the Dry Fork, claimed by John Carter, 
Jr. A description of the metes and bounds of the survey is in- 
cluded in the deed entered in Greene County Deed Book 1, pag« 257* 
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NAME: John Carter, Junr. 
£ ACRES : 250 

GRANT NO. : 3I4.6 
WARRANT NO.t 257 



ENTERED: 23 Oct 1783 

BOOK NO. : 65 PAGE NO.: I4.7I 

ISSUED: 20 Sop 1787 

LOCATION: On Lick Craek and 
the Dry Pork 



MPS- 



mmm^ c m mm . 
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INflEX 



Alamance, Creek, Battle of 22-23 
Allen, Capt. Richard 28-29, 35 
Articles of Confederation 4U~45 



B 

Brownsville, Pa. 



Cain, Hugh 
Camden, Battle of 
Campbell, Col. l/illiam 
Carter, Abraham 5, 15, 1+1' 
Carter, Allen 
Carter, Benjamin 
Carter, Caleb 

5, 14, 25, ki- 

Carters of Carter County 
Carter, Daniel 5, 
Carter, David 

3, 6, 16-19, 
Carter, Eleanor 
Carter, Elijah 
Carter, Ephraim 3-, 6, 24, 
Carter, Jacob 

3, 5. 16-19, 2^-28, 31- 
Carter, James 5» 
Carter, Jesse 
Carter,' John, Sr. 
4-7. 13-14. 24, 26, 39, 40 
Carter, John, Jr. 

5, 16-19, 24-31, 39, 40, 
Carter, Carter (son of 

Levi, Sr.) 
Carter, Col. John Carter 
Carter, Joseph, Sr. 4"5, 
Carter, Joseph, Jr. 
Carter, Joseph (son of 

Levi, Sr. ) 
Carter, Levi, Sr. 

4-7, 15, 
Carter, Levi, Jr. 
Carter, Nathan 
Carter, Rachel 
Carter, Rebecca 



18 



5 

25-28 
32-33 
42, 48 
29 
48 

42, 48 

25, 48 

28, 31 
5 
6 

31, 35 

36, 48 
24-25 
6, 25 

■42, 48 

48-50 
6 

41-42 
48 



6, 



42, 48 
19, 25 
25, 48 

6 

5, 39 



Carters in Revolution 

Carter's Station 
Carter, Susanna 
Carver's Gap 

Charleston, S. C, Capture 
Charlotte, N. C. 
Cherokee War 31, 39 

Cleveland, Col Benjamin 
Core, Earl L. The Mononxal 
Story 

Cornwaliis, Lord 24, 26 
Covington County, Miss. 
Crockett, David 
Cumberland River 



PAR Magazine on Capt, 

Richard Allen 
Dartmouth, Earl of 
Duncans Creek 
Dunmore, Lord 



E 



-19, 43 
40 
6 
32 

of 27 
30, 33 
-40, 43 

32- 

ia 

13 

-36, 37 

3 
11 

44 



29 
21 
18 
21 



Ferguson, MaJ. Patrick 30, 32-34 
Fiske, John, on the Battle of 

Camden 27 
Franklin, Benjamin 16, 45 

Franklin, State of 44-4° 



Gates, MaJ. Gen. Horation 27-28 
German Protestants 8 
Goodin, Benjamin 5 
Granville, Lord, Grant 20, 23 
Greene, Maj. Gen. Nathaniel 

28, 34-36 
Guilford Courthouse, Battle of 

34-36 
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H 



Hardin, Capt. John 
Hartley, John 
Raymond, Capt. William 
Holston River 
Homestead Act, Va., 1777 
Houston, Sam 



5, 19 
6 

19 

32, kh 

12 
11 



N 

Nashville, Tenn. kk 
New Jersey, Carters in 3-7> 9 
Nolichucky River 32 
North Carolina 20-36* U3-M-9 

North Carolina Land Act 

of 1783 k0, kk. lj-6-lv8 

North Carolina "Revolutionary 

Army Accounts" . 25 



Isaacs, Col. Elijah 27, 31* 35 



Owensi, Capt. David 



18 



Jackson, Andrew 
Joneaboro, N. C. 



K 



2, 11 



de Kalb, Gen. 27 
King's Mountain, Buttle of 

f 16, 32-36 



Pennsylvania 8-9, 11-12, 16, 18 
Pensions, Revolutionary 6, 16-17* 
214.-25, 26-27, 29, 35-36 
Powell, Capt. Ptolemy 25 
Preston County, W. Va. 13» 15 
Pricketts Port 3,9 
Proclamation Line of 1763 10, 3o 



Land claims, Monongalia 

County, Va. 11-15 
Lick Creek 

6, 21*. 37. kO-k-2, U7-50 
Longevity of early Carters 2-3 



M 



Marion County, Miss. 
Marion, Gen. Francis 
Martin, Capt. Saluthiel 
McGown, Mary Hardin 
McDowell, Col. Charles 
Monongahela River Valley 



Monongalia County, Va. 

6, 9. 

Morgan, Lt. Morgan 
Morgantown, W. Va. 



17, 36 

3 i 
26-28 

Ul 

32-33 

9, 11-15 



11-19 
19 

13, 18 



Redstone Fort lQ 

Reedsville, W. Va. 15 

Regulator Movement 22-23 

Religious faith of Carters 2 

Rogers, Lt. Lewis 1° 

Rosa, John 5 

Rutherford, Brig. Gen. 28 



Scotch-IriBh Presbyterians 

8, 10-11 

Salisbury, N. C. 
Sevier, Col. John 
Shawnee Indians 
Shelby, Col. Isaac 
Shenandoah Valley 
Southwest Territory 
Stadlers, Jacob, Station 
Sullivan County, N. C. 
Surry County, N. C» 6, 20-21 

2^-26, 28-29, 31, 37-39 



27, 28 

31-33, l»3-l*6 
18 

32-33 

9, 21 

18 
32, 1*1+ 
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Templeton, Absolom 6 
Tennessee, State of 

i, k, 7, hh, k5» hi 

Tennessee Soldiers in the 

Revolution , Pei. slope Johnson 
Allen 25 

Tipton, John U6 

Tories in North Carolina, 23, 

25-26, 29, 30, 31. 3k, 37-38 

Trimble, Capt. William 31 



Virginia, Carters in 



6-19 



W 



Washington County, N. C, 

32, 38, kO-lp., kk 
Washington, Gen. George 27, 28 
Walker, Rev. T. S. 3 
Wanderlust, Frontier 21 
Watauga Settlements 

31, 32, 33, 38, 1*3. kki k$ 
Wilkes County, N. C, 27-29, 31 
Wilkea County Historical 

Society 29 
Wilkes , The Land of , 

by Johnson C. Hayes 29 
Williams, Col. James 32 
Wilmington, N. C. 35# 3» 

Winston, Col. Joseph 32 



Yorktown, Battle of 32, Ik* 3,5 
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Very little is known about Dr. John Denton Carter, because of an attitude and lack of interest that 
seems to abide in people throughout their lives, we, who are in the future are left with little or no 
details concerning their lives. 

Ironically, as much energy they expended on their passions and pursuit of historical details as this 
manuscript indicates, little energy is afforded to explaining their reasons or thought processes in 
creating such bodies of work. 

Consequently, we are left to research and extrapolate what details we can find about their lives and 
piece together the complex reasoning that went into their collective bodies of work. 

For instance, what was his motivation for engaging in such histroical context about his Carter 
ancestors? Obviously, based on his other bodies of work, he had a profound love for his 
grandmother; Rhoda (MUNSEY) Carter, even though she died before he was born! 

This is evident in his two bodies of work, i.e., The Munsey Ancestors of Rhoda Munsey Weems 
Carter (1814-1899), of Russell County, Virginia, and Newton County, Missouri " in 1969 
followed by " Rhoda Munsey Weems Carter a pioneer Methodist mother of the upper south " in 

1977. 

Thankfully, he felt it important enough to tell more of the Carter story and I am sure after serveral 
years of research, he was able to enlighten us with this body of work. 

As it turns out, even though my direct line interest lies with John Carter Sr.'s brother; Levi Carter Sr., 
my wife's sister married a Carter from Illinois who is a direct descendant of John Carter Sr,'s family. 

Highly coincidental, since I had not met my sister-in-law's family until a long time after Bonnie and I 
were married... due to the fact they lived in California and we lived in Saint Louis, Missouri. 

Dr. John Denton Carter in his prowess as a writer, like me... gathers the facts and injects the 
"human" factor into the documented evidence. 

This process makes interesting storytelling and gives the reader an opportunity to ponder and 
connect human emotions with the events concerning the people, places and times of those events. 

However, a danger lurks in this literary license, because the facts may differ greatly from the 
assumptions. 
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Case in point, his statement the Carter's built a fort (Carter's Fort) to seek peaceful friendly relations 
with the Cherokees in Albany, Greene County, North Carolina is an oxymoron. 

No one builds a fort, which by definition is used for protection and a base in which to attack or 
conquer the inhabitants of an area, as John puts it. . .to "seek" peaceful relations with a people that 
you intend to remove, destroy, and conquer their life, limb and property. 

In Dr. Carter's words... "the Carters had moved into Greene County, North Carolina in the middle of 
a 10 year Cherokee war with the whites". Usually, people do not move into an area that holds 
danger for themselves and their families unless they were forced out of an area that held more 
serious danger and threats to life and limb. 

Also, evident in his report, is the war-like manner and hostility the Carters, as a whole, engaged in 
every locale they occupied since their sojourn from New Jersey. 

My slant would be to paint the Carter Clan, as hostile, disobedient to authority, disrespectful and 
irreverant to native customs and associations with a penchance for a warlike mentality. 

After all, it was much more interesting and fun for the men to go away and leave their families to do 
the muldane chores of opperating a farm and carving an existance in the wilderness, while they 
engaged in wars seeking fame and glory. You know... a chance to get away from the responsibility 
of raising a family on a day by day existance and fellowship with "the boys"! 

Point two... Dr. Carter blames the slow response by the North Carolina government to the land 
claims of the Carters on bureaucratic breakdown and indifference. 



However, as a knowledgeable student of the Native American culture of the southeastern "civilized" 
tribes, I can attest the reason the North Carolina government was slow in response to the Carter 
and other "squatter's" land claims was the fact the Carter's had no legal right to claim Native lands!!! 

This disregard for native sovereignty, by the Carters and others, probably contributed to the 
extension of the Cherokee War in the Tennessee area. 



The Cherokees understanding. ..unless they killed every white man, woman and child in their 
territory, would not be able to keep and claim the land they owned and loved for thousands of years. 

Faced with this brutal realization, they decided the only way to survive , was to capitulate. 

This led to the loss of their homeland and a forced removal to a foreign country, now called the state 
of Oklahoma. 
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Regardless of the outcome of Carter and other white expansionism, Dr. Carter presents a thought 
provoking account of one of the white pioneer founding families in the Greene County, Tennessee 
area. 

Good reading and I am sure, was written to provoke and stimulate your senses to read, study and 
learn about the history of your ancestors. 
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Pedigree Chart for Floyd Thomas "Tom" Pratt F. H. C, p ag ei 
M. A. G. I. by Floyd Thomas Pratt F.H.C., M.A.G.I. 



4 Columbus B A Pratt 

b. 1 December 1893 

p. Hamilton Hollow, Johnson ~ 

m. 12 April 1919 

p. Bourbon, Boone Twp, Craw- 

d. 27 July 1947 

p. Bourbon, Boone Twp, Craw- 
2 Floyd Theodore "Ted" Pratt 



8 Henry Winslow "Win" Pratt 

b. 6 September 1869 

p. near Osage Post Office, J- 

m. 29 January 1893 

p. Vilander, Liberty Twp, Craw 

d. 24 March 1914 

p. near Crow's Creek, Boone- 

g Mary L M Misse Missey 



1 s Alexander "Alex" R. Pratt 

b. March 1831 
d. 1912 

17 Mary Kimberlin 



32 Henry Pratt 



b. 6 January 1927 

p. near Bourbon, Boone Twp, Crawford- 
m. 1 March 1947 

p. Saint Clair, Central Twp, Franklin, M~ 
d. 
P- 

5 Rue Flavilla Johnson 



b. 19 March 1894 

p. Bourbon, Boone Twp, Craw- 

d. 26 June 1983 

p. Briarwood Manor Nursing ~ 



1 Floyd T Pratt F. H. C, M. A. G. I. 

b. 3 January 1 948 

p. City Hospital #1,1515 Lafayette Av~ 
m. 14 August 1972 

p. Tyler Place United Presbyterian Ch~ 

d. 

P- 

sp. Bonnie Kathleen Bach 

6 Peter Conley Brown 



b. 20 February 1 874 

p. Johnson Twp, Washington- 

d. 17 April 1938 

p. Bourbon, Boone Twp, Craw- 



10 Judge J M Johnson Sr. 

b. 29 September 1854 

p. Moselle, Central Twp, Frank- 

m. 14 May 1884 

p. Liberty Twp, Crawford, Mis- 

d. 21 May 1941 

p. Bourbon, Boone Twp, Craw- 



b. 1835 

d. 1876-1880 

1 s Francois C Misse Missey 

b. 5 July 1845 
d. 26 April 1916 

ia Cynthia N. Talbot 



b. 3 April 1848 
d. 28 March 1896 

2Q Martin Johnson 



b. 22 March 1805 
d. 27 September 1 859 

?1 Comfort Osborn 



1 1 Mary Jane T Barton 



b. 12 January 1893 

p. Sharon, Weakley, Tennes- 

m. 16 March 1924 

p. Dyer, Tennessee, United S~ 

d. 3 December 1972 

p. Halls, District #8, Lauderdal- 

3 Delores "Doe" Virginia Brown 



b. 18 January 1861 

p. near Pine Mountain Post Of- 

d. 10 June 1913 

p. Walnut Street, Bourbon Vil- 



12 John A. Brown 



b. 10 June 1814 
d. 26 April 1877 

2? William "Billy" Barton 

b. 20 November 1831 
d. 7 January 1922 

23 Harriet King 



b. 31 October 1925 

p. City Hospital #1,1515 Lafayette Av~ 
d. 1 March 1981 

p. Queen of Angels Hospital, 2301 Bel- 



7 Olga Elmiria O'Daniel 



b. 11 March 1907 

p. Island 21 , Dyer, Tennessee- 

d. 7 October 1993 

p. Los Angeles, Los Angeles- 



b. May 1 844 

p. Perry, Tennessee, United - 

m. 18 November 1891 

p. Dresden, Weakley, Tenne- 

d. 31 July 1928 

p. Nashville, Hermitage, Davi- 

13 Obedience "Bedie" Lackey 

b. 6 February 1871 

p. near District 8 Post Office, - 

d. 14 January 1924 

p. Western State Hospital, Bol- 



14 James Leonidas O'Daniel 

b. 15 December 1869 

p. near Rutherford Post Offic- 

m.22 May 1897 

p. Dyer, Tennessee, United S~ 

d. 8 March 1921 

p. Baird-Dulaney Hospital, Dy~ 

15 Daisy Dean Bell 



b. 23 July 1834 
d. 3 February 1920 

24 Joseph Brown Jr. 



b. 1 827 
d. 

25 Catherine 



27 Nancy Basket Moseley 

b. 11 October 1827 
d. 20 September 1 875 

28 Stephen C. O'Daniel 



b. 5 December 1812 
d. 1881 

29 Elizabeth Ellen Gordon 

b. 1 840 
d. 1872 



b. 1800-1803 
33 Nancy Carter 



Kimberlin 



b. 1805 

35 Frances Jane Peters 



3R Jean B Misse Missey 

b.28 May 1821 

37 Marie Francoise Piquette 



ifefcjapflh^KSr Talbott 



b. 15 June 1811 
33 Laura Farris 



b. 1 825 
d. 

26 William Stevenson Lackey 

b. 20 October 1822 
d. 7 July 1893 



b. 7 September 1881 

p. District #19, Walnut Grove- 

d. 14 May 1920 

p. Jackson Crossing, Civil Dist- 



b. 1 July 1850 
d. 1892-1893 

31 Hettie M. Jackson 



b. 12 February. 1818 
40 Benjami n {Johns 



nson 



b. 31 March 1775 
41 Amelia 



- b. 4 July 1777 
43 Rebecca Richmond 



44 JoTin Milton Barton 



- b. 1 799 
45 Sophia Keitle 



Jonathan King 



b. 20 December 1800 

47 Mary Holt 

b.29 April 1808 

48 Joseph Brown Sr. 



- b. 1785 

49 Lydia Hammonds 



1792 



b. 

_51_ 



52 Enos Lackey 



b. 1 797 

53 Luvina Beard 



1804 



b. 

_55_ 



56 Alexander O'Daniel Sr. 



- b. Abt 1749 
57 Annie Keathley 



b. 1813 
59 Nancy 



3D John Franklin "Frank" Bell 



b. 1820 

m 



6^2 Alexander Jackson 



b. 16 December 1861 
d. 19 April 1902 



_ b. 1840 
63 Mariah "Mary" Ledbetter 

b. 1840 
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A Little Something About Your Author 



F loyd Thomas Pratt, f.h.c, m.a.g.i. 



At the age of 19, Tom Pratt embarked on a 
career in law enforcement. This experience gave him 
training in detective and investigative skills. Little did 
Mr. Pratt know, how useful these skills would be in the 
field of genealogy. 

Tom Pratt started his family research career in 
1975 after becoming a member of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints. His first calling as a new 
member was to serve in the newly created 
genealogical department or known today as the Family 
History Center in the Springfield, Missouri ward. This 
two-year calling gave Mr. Pratt a tremendous amount 
of experience helping others to research their 
families. 

In fact, he felt family research came easy and 
reguired little effort on his part. In reality, years of 
reading and studying increased his expertise and he 
made it look easy to others. 

Over the course of several years, Mr. Pratt was asked by his church to instruct 
several family history courses. This experience established a deep profound love for 
family and ancestors. 

It was not uncommon for Mr. Pratt to spend 4 to 8 hours a day researching and 
compiling family histories in addition to his duties, as an entrepreneur in the insurance 
business. 

The first maj or achievement for Mr. Pratt was a breakthrough on his Pratt family 
back to the early 1800' s. Not satisfied with just the direct line research, Mr. Pratt 
branched out to research all connected lines and allied families. 

This dedication led to 42, 000 individuals and achieved expert status for Mr. Pratt 
on the families of middle and eastern Mssouri, eastern and western Tennessee and 
central North Carolina. 

Concerning Mr. Pratt's style of research, he is a strong supporter of the "hands 
on" approach. When he took family vacations, they usually went to libraries, 
cemeteries, courthouses, National Archive centers, and visited family members in 
various states. He attended multi- state family reunions and obtained his material from 
the actual sources when possible. 




A Little Something About Your Author 



Being a researcher of the highest degree, in 1991, Mr. Pratt formed the 
Pratt Publications Company and offered to the public, a series of books titled, 

The P ratt P rogenitor P apers . This series of volumes are a collection of legal documents, 
stories, pictures and historical presentations concerning the families of Missouri, 
Tennessee and North Carolina. 

The first three Volumes were released to the public in 1991 and were issued to 
18 different libraries including the Library of Congress and the St. Louis Public Library. 
The next 7 volumes were published with at total of 43 volumes scheduled for 
publication. 

In 1996, Mr. Pratt formed the G enealoqical I nstitute to further the education of 
serious researchers. 

The G enealoqical I nstitute offers a series of educational materials to teach and 
instruct the uninitiated in the procedures of family history research. These courses 
offer "a hands on" curriculum designed to instruct in investigative, deductive reasoning 
and logical procedures for tracking your family history. 

Beginners and experienced researchers have found a treasure chest of knowledge 
when undertaking these courses. Mr. Pratt has taken the hobby of genealogy and has 
enhanced it into a science. Heavy on instructions concerning documentation, research 
procedures, alternative sources and common public records, this course is a valuable 
tool for the researcher. One of Mr. Pratt's favorite sections of the course is teaching 
researchers "how to stop" researching and compile their information for publication. 

Upon completion of the educational courses from the G enealoqical I nstitute , the 
graduate is awarded the M aster A ccreditation of the G enealogical I nstitute. (M .A.G.I.) 

This designation is eguivalent to a Doctorate Degree and signifies the recipient has 
been trained and demonstrated superior research technigues. 

Mr. Pratt's ability in family history research has amazed many educated 
researchers. When Mr. Pratt is asked for help concerning their "brick wall" in their 
family research, his guick wit and logical mind rapid fires instructions and procedures 
so fast they cannot write the material guickly enough. Little do they realize this 
knowledge has been acguired over 30 years of experience and research. 

In June of 2000, Mr. Pratt undertook a new and unprecedented task. 

Outside of Washington, Franklin County, Mssouri is an old cemetery called the 
Johnson- Caldwell Cemetery. This cemetery has many pioneer heroes and ancestors of 
various descendants from that region. Some of the inhabitants were born in the 1750's 
and traveled west to Mssouri after the 1803 Louisiana Purchase. 
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Mr. Pratt took down all the information off the headstones, including every 
person in the cemetery and researched each individual related or not. 1000 man-hours 
and two years later, he published the book "lohnson -Caldwell Cemetery of 
Franklin County, M is sour i "© 2001 . 

Obtaining newspapers, legal documents, personal interviews with ancestors and 
researching various sources for any and all information concerning the history of the 
cemetery and the inhabitants produced this master text. What makes this book stand out 
among the rest is basic content and structure. 

First, it is the only book to cover the known and reported inhabitants of an 
entire cemetery. 

Second, this book reports on each inhabitant, their birth and activities 
throughout their life until their death, including their ancestors, spouses and children. 

Third, even the index is unigue, listing the individual and their father' s name if 
known. This is extremely helpful when several individuals have the same given name. 

Upon examination, professional researchers have hailed this body of work as a 
masterpiece and a standard in which all future research of cemeteries should be based. 
In their opinion, no one has ever produced a body of work about a cemetery as unigue 
and professional as this publication. 

Currently, Mr. Pratt is working on a series of books from the 
P ratt A rchive C OlleCtionS , which is a series of biographical publications concerning a 
progenitor and a generation of descendants. This collection is a "cradle to grave" 
report, which covers the subject's ancestry, birth, marriage, children, and geographical 
domiciles as well as the political environment during the subject's lifetime. 

In addition, Mr. Pratt is working on additional volumes of the P ratt P rogenitor 
P apers and several books on public records. 

With all these accomplishments, Mr. Pratt humbly refers to himself as a 
Genealogical Anthropologist. .. resurrecting progenitors. 

We in the genealogical world are deeply grateful to be associates of a man of Mr. 
Pratt' s caliber. Through his dedication to helping the novice as well as the professional 
researcher, future generations will benefit by his advances in the genealogical field. 

In addition, we are thankful for the inspiration that sparks men like Mr. Pratt to 
magnify their love for people and history. We feel, with a lifetime dedicated to the 
genealogical pursuit of truth and knowledge, Mr. Pratt's accumulative body of work, 
will stand as a guintessential manifestation of this divine love. 

Lewton Cole, Chairman 
G enealogical I nstitute 



1. Do not give copies or reproduce the information you received from the compiler or author without written 
permission. 

2. in your research efforts if you are able to advance the research, then reciprocate by sharing your research 
information with the compiler. 

3. Use the information you receive as a starting point for your research of your families. 

4. If you decide to use information you have received, in a book, document or research material, be sure to 
acknowledge the author or compiler of that material. 

5. All inquiries by third parties for a copy of the material should be forwarded to the original compiler or author. 

6. Do not loan or share your information, family heirlooms, special documents, one of a kind, pictures, or 
irreplaceable materials to non-professional researches or family members. These types of materials seen to 
disappear or become damaged. 

7. Make copies of important documents or materials when at libraries and be sure to write the name of the book, 
source, letter or film with the author's name and page number and year of publication. 

8. Genealogy work that is not documented is of little value. Remember, you are leaving a trail for those who follow. 
If future researchers have to verify your work, then of what value is your work? 

9. Collect family stories from those relatives who are still alive. This is a short cut to 
your past and they hold a world of knowledge about your family. 

1 0. Do not try to finance all your research alone. Ask for financial assistance from 
interested family members. 

Remember, the family history information that is so easily exchanged today by computer was acquired over 
years and years of on-site research. While many were engaged in raising families, working for income, and < 
surviving, genealogist researchers did these things AND spent their free time in pursuit of the truth about their 
ancestors. This pursuit required great sacrifice of time, effort and money. Many researchers went to the actual 
locations to view the marriage, deed, death and birth records including visiting the cemeteries across the United 
States and foreign countries. This is why it is important to follow the above guidelines; by doing so, you give 
respect to their work and honor to their memory. Thank You. 

TCoyd Thomas (Pratt, T.KC, 9A.fi..Q.L 
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proudly presents from the files of the 



UBLICATIONS 



Literary History Series 



The Carters of Greene County, Tennessee 
an Early American Frontier Family 

By Dr. John Denton Carter 1981 



This rare and out-of-print book is now available on cd or as an email. 

Dr. John Denton Carter after years of study and research presents a history of John Carter Sr. with 
brothers; one such individual Levi Carter Sr. in a detailed account of their sojourn from New Jersey 
through the Pennsylvania and Virginia wilderness of the 1770's. 

Settling in Surry County, North Carolina, participating in the Revolutionary War and instrumental in 
the victory of King's Mountain, which led to the surrender of Cornwallis and the defeat of the 
British. 

Eventually settling in Washington County, North Carolina 1780-1781, later to become Greene 
County, Tennessee. The Carters began to homestead prime Native lands. 

Dr. Carter, using literary license coupled with documented facts gives a good account of explaining 
the Carter advancements on the Native frontier. 

Dr. John Denton Carter, obviously with a love of family history, wrote several other books on the 
subject, The Munsey ancestors of Rhoda Munsey Weems Carter (1814-1899), of Russell 
County, Virginia, and Newton County, Missouri " in 1969 and " Rhoda Munsey Weems Carter a 
pioneer Methodist mother of the upper south " in 1977. 

This publication; The Carters of Greene County, Tennessee an American Frontier Family " 

contains all the original 53 pages from the book, followed by a summation by Floyd Thomas Pratt. 

Contains documented evidence of each locale the Carters lived and Dr. Carter injects local history 
concerning some key players of the American frontier. 

Good reading offering a glimpse into the pioneer mentality of the white American 18 th century 
expansionism. 

Surnames contained: Allen, Cain, Campbell, Carter, Cleveland, Core, Cornwallis, Crockett, 
Dunmore, Ferguson, Fiske, Franklin, Gates, Goodwin, Granville, Greene, Hardin, Hartley, 
Haymond, Houston, Isaacs, Jackson, de Kalb, Marion, Martin, McGown, McDowell, Morgan, 
Owens, Powell, Rogers, Ross, Rutherford, Sevier, Shelby, Templeton, Tipton, Trimble, 
Washington, Walker, Williams, Winston. 

63 pages as a .pdf file on a cd or emailed (please specify) $35.00 please email for order form 



Check or M.O. to: Floyd Pratt, 15434 East Ford Circle Apt A-1, Aurora, Colorado 80017-3094 
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P ratt P rogenitor P apers volume 7: 
Levi Carter Sr. and descendants 

By TtoycC Thomas (Pratt <F.KC, MJLQ.I. © 1992 revised 201 3 

Thirty-year research history from various documented sources follows the history of the Carter clan 
from New Jersey to Pennsylvania, through the Virginia frontier settling for a short time in North 
Carolina. Participating in the Revolutionary War eventually settling in Washington County, North 
Carolina 1780-1781, later to become Greene County, Tennessee in 1793. 

Levi and wife; Susanna began to raise a large family in Greene County, Tennessee. With eight 
possibly 9 known children, the Levi Carter Sr. family became a dominant force for change in the 
eastern Tennessee area. 

This book contains the famous Cradle to Grave (C2G) Profiles for not only Levi and his wife 
Susanna (ANDERSON) Carter, but also profiles on each of their children and spouses. 

Starting with Levi Sr. this book covers all known descendants for 2-4 generations, including a 17- 
page descendancy chart listing 4 generations. Blue highlighted names represent the author's direct 
line. 

• The following families are covered in this volume: 



Levi Sr. & Susanna (ANDERSON) Carter 

(See " The Carters of Greene County, Tennessee an Early American Frontier Family " 1981 by 
Dr. John Denton Carter order from Mr. Pratt) 
Caleb Sr. & Phoebe (WILLIAMS) Carter 

Caleb Jr. & Rachel (TEMPLETON) Carter 

Nathaniel "Nathan" G. & Keseah "Kizzah" H. (JOHNSON) Carter 

Dr. John Wesley & 1 st Sophia (HILL) Carter 

Dr. John Wesley & 2 nd Mary A. ( ) Carter 

Lewis & Elizabeth (PARKER) Carter 

Margaret "Peggy" (CARTER) & John Calvin Frazier 
Rachel (CARTER) & John Hartley 

L. D. Hartley 

Alfred Hartley 

Caroline (HARTLEY) 

Jesse Sr. & Susanna (HARMON) Carter 

(See P P P Volume 8 Jacob Hermann Harmon and Descendants) 
(See P P P Volume 25 Jesse Carter Sr. and Descendants) 

Henderson C. & Matilda (TRIMM) C arter 

Nancy (CARTER) & 1 st Henry Pratt 

(See P P P Volume 1 Henry Pratt and Descendants) 

(See " Henry Pratt Family of Greene County, Tennessee ") 

Nancy (CARTER) & 2 nd Abraham Absalom Blanton 
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(See P P P Volume 6 Abraham Absalom Blanton and Descendants) 
James H. & 1 st Sarah Ann (KUTCH) Carter 

James H. & 2 nd Eliza Jane ( ) 

Levi Henagar & Margaret "Peggy" (THOMAS) Carter 
Margaret (CARTER) & Henderson Trimm 
Jesse Jr. & Catherine (PRESLEY) Carter 
John & Permelia (HAYNES) Carter 
Susanna "Susan" (CARTER) & Levi Presley 

Peter T. & 1 st Carter 

Peter T. & 2 nd Jarusha (DOBBS) Carter 
Peter T. & 3 rd Katherine "Kate" (DILLEY) Carter 
Lewis M. & 1 st Elizabeth (FORSHEE) Carter 
Lewis M. & 2 nd Lafrisha Jane (PARKS) Carter 
Susanna (CARTER) & Absalom Templeton 

William T. & Sophia W. (NEWTON) Templeton 
Mary "Molly" (TEMPLETON) & John M. Carter 
Levi & Margaret ( ) Templeton 

George Washington & Martha Temperance (ATKINSON) Templeton 

Joseph & Martha ( ) Templeton 

Joel C. & Martha (ATKINSON) Templeton 

Benjamin A. & Malinda (MONAHAN) Templeton 

Catherine "Cathy" Jane (TEMPLETON) & James G. Trent 

Lewis & Jemima (BUTERY) Templeton 

Rev. Absalom Guy & 1 st Elizabeth (HAWKS) Templeton 

Rev. Absalom Guy & 2 nd Louise Jane (JOHNSTON) Templeton 

Eliza Willeford (TEMPLETON) & Wilson Hurley 

S. Albert & Sarah (STAPLETON) Templeton 

Susanna (TEMPLETON) & Rev. William Elliott Byrd 
Nathan & Nancy (McCOY) Carter 
Joseph Sr. & Betsy (JONES) Carter 

Joseph Carter Jr. 
Elijah & Susannah (CASSEL) Carter 

(See " "Levi Carter, My Patriot and Allied Families to Carter Cemetery, Gentry Co., 

MO." by Elizabeth Carter Schnegelberger order from Mr. Pratt) 
(See " Family History of Levi Carter Descendants and Allied Families — Cassel, 

Glendenning, Stewart, Cummins/Harvey Clelland, Van Metre " (1991) by Elizabeth 

Carter Schnegelberger order from Mr. Pratt) 

Elizabeth (CARTER) & John "Big John" Glendenning 

Vincent & Patience (GLENDENNING) Carter 

Saleta Catherine "Salety" (CARTER) & Richard Glendenning 

Jane (CARTER) & Rev. John Burton 

Nancy (CARTER) & John William Glendenning 

Joseph H. & 1 st Nancy Elizabeth (TURNER) Carter 

Joseph H. & 2 nd Charity "Chatty" Sarah Prudence (GILBERT) Carter 

Catherine "Katie" (CARTER) & Hugh Ross 

John B. & 1 st Amanda (THOMPSON) Carter 

John B. & 2 nd Margaret "Peggy" (WILLIAMS) Carter 
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John B. & 3 ra Alice (BAINES) Carter 

Sarah C. (CARTER) & Samuel Preston Handy 

Hiram & Harriett Amanda (SHOCKLEY) Carter 

Susannah E. (CARTER) & Cubbage Barrett Needles 

Lewis & Margaret Ann (ROSS) Carter 

Nathan & Susannah E. (ROSS) Carter 

Mary (CARTER) 

Martha (CARTER) & 1 st George A. Ross 

Martha (CARTER) & 2 nd Daniel McDaniel 

Martha (CARTER) & 3 rd John Wesley Swank 
Levi Jr. & Elizabeth (HOWARD) Carter 

Susanna (CARTER) & 1 st John Dunlacy 

Susanna (CARTER) & 2 nd Daniel T. Bray 

Elizabeth "Betsie" (CARTER) 

Sarah (CARTER) & John Kelly 

Rutha (CARTER) & David(s) Rollins 

John & 1 st Ann (MORELAND) Carter 

John & 2 nd Elizabeth "Eliza" I. (DAVIS) Carter 

Rebecca (CARTER) & George Murphy 

Alexander Carter 

Nathan & Zena ( ) Carter 

Joseph "Joe" & Sarah (BRAY) Carter 

Rachel (CARTER) & David(s) Rollins 

Eliza Matilda (CARTER) & Thomas "Tom" H. Watson 
John & Margaret ( ) Carter 

Bailey & Jane ( ) Carter 

Robert B. Sr. & Rebecca (JACKSON) Carter 

William Carter 

Mary Elizabeth (CARTER) & Montgomery Crockett Dibrell 
Henry J. Carter 

Jane Crockett (CARTER) & Samuel J. Rowan 
Isaac Carter 

• This is a partial list of surnames in this volume: 

Anderson, Atkinson, Baines, Blanton, Bray, Burton, Butery, Byrd, Carter, Cassel, Davis, Dibrell, 
Dilley, Dunlacy, Forshee, Frazier, Gilbert, Glendenning, Handy, Harmon, Hartley, Hawks, Haynes, 
Hill, Hobbs, Howard, Hurley, Jackson, Johnson, Johnston, Jones, Kelly, Kutch, McCoy, McDaniel, 
Monahan, Moreland, Murphy, Needles, Newton, Parker, Parks, Pratt, Presley, Rollins, Ross, 
Rowan, Shockley, Stapleton, Swank, Templeton, Thomas, Thompson, Trent, Trimm, Turner, 
Watson, Williams. 
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Levi Carter Sr. and Descendants 

Table of Contents 

8 Generation Descendants Chart 

First Generation 

Levi Carter Sr. and Susanna (ANDERSON) 

Second Generation 

Caleb Carter Sr. & Phoebe (WILLIAMS) 

Rachel (CARTER) & John Hartley 

Jesse Carter Sr. & Susanna (HARMON) 

Susanna (CARTER) & Absalom Templeton 

Nathan Carter & Nancy (McCOY) 

Joseph Carter Sr. & Betsy (JONES) 

Elijah Carter & Susannah (CASSEL) 

Levi Carter Jr. & Elizabeth (HOWARD) 

John Carter & Margaret ( ) 

Name Index 



P ratt P rogenitor P apers volume 7: 
Levi Carter Sr. and descendants 

2 generations 571+ pages as a .pdf file on a cd $35.00 please email for an order form 

3 generations 899+ pages as a .pdf file on a cd $45.00 please email for an order form 

4 generations 1572+ pages as a .pdf file on a cd $55.00 please email for an order form 

Companion File... Carter Master Family Compendium 

This file contains, documents, letters, maps, stories, newspapers articles, government documents, 
deeds and various other items of interest to the Carter family researcher. Collected over 38 years of 
Carter research, these documents are a must in the library of any serious Carter family researcher. 

Carter Master Family Compendium sold as a folder containing all known Levi Carter Sr. data 
for an additional $35.00 

Also available is " The Carters of Greene County, Tennessee an Early American Frontier 
Family " 1981 by Dr. John Denton Carter. 

Dr. Carter after years of study and research presents a history of John Carter Sr. with brothers in a 
detailed account of their sojourn from New Jersey through the Pennsylvania and Virginia wilderness 
of the 1770's. Settling in Surry County, North Carolina, participating in the Revolutionary War and 
instrumental in the victory of King's Mountain, which led to the surrender of Cornwallis and the 
defeat of the British. 

63 pages as a .pdf file on a cd or emailed (please specify)$35.00 please email for an order form 
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P ratt P rogenitor P apers volume 59 



John Carter Sr. and Descendants 

By <F(oyd "Thomas (Pratt <F.KC, MJLQ.L © 2014 1 st Edition 



Thirty-eight year research history from various documented sources follows the history of the John 
Carter Sr. clan from New Jersey to Pennsylvania, through the Virginia frontier settling for a short 
time in North Carolina. John Carter Sr. and wife Hanna Dorcas Cope with 5 or six brothers all 
traveled as a group. Participating in the Revolutionary War eventually settling in Washington 
County, North Carolina 1780-1781, later to become Greene County, Tennessee in 1793. 

• 2-10 generations of descendants are represented in this volume 

John Sr. & 1 st Hanna Dorcas Cope Carter 
Jane (CARTER) 
Samuel Carter 

Penelope (CARTER) & Hugh Cairo Cain 
Abraham "Abram" & 1 st Priscilla (BENNETT) Carter 

Ezekial Sr. & Martha "Patsey" (STANLEY) Carter 

Elizabeth (CARTER) & Ellis King 

Nancy (CARTER) & George Washington Weems 

Robert Enoch & Lucretia "Trece" (CLAYTON) Carter 

Joseph A. Carter 

Meshack & Nancy (PARKER) Carter 

Sarah "Sally" (CARTER) & Parsons Edmonds 

Temperance "Tempe" (CARTER) & Humphrey Malone 

Eleanor Rebecca (CARTER) & Joseph Henry Keller 

John A. & Honor (MILBARN) Carter 
Abraham "Abram" & 2 nd Rebecca (BECK) 
Hannah Cope (CARTER) 
John Jr. & Mary Elizabeth (ALLEN) Carter 

Isaac Carter 

Jacob Sr. & Mary "Polly" (GUFFIE) 

Benjamin N. & 1 st Rachel (CATE) 

Benjamin N. & 2 nd Betsy (GREEN) 

Sarah (CARTER) & John "Jack" Weston 

Allen Sr. & Elizabeth (TRIMM) Carter 

Rebecca Eleanor (CARTER) & Samuel Jackson Keller 

John A. Ill & 1 st Elizabeth "Betsy" (DIXON) Carter 

John A. Ill & 2 nd Nancy Agnes (SIMMS) Carter 

Bathsheba (CARTER) & David Campbell 

(See P P P Volume 57 David Campbell and Descendants) 

Matilda "Matildy" (CARTER) & Robert Cate 

Catherine "Caty" (CARTER) & Herman McKey 

Elam & Sarah (SMITH) Carter 
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Ezekial & 1 st Mary (LYNCH) Carter 
Ezekial & 2 nd Rhoda (MUNSEY) Carter 
Jacob Sr. & Charity (HAMILTON) Carter 

Mary Matilda (CARTER) & Rev. Samuel Lane 
Highley (CARTER) & Noel Francis Roberts 

Serena R. (CARTER) & Jones 

Marcus Elam & Lydia Elizabeth (WILLIAMS) Carter 
John W. Carter 

William Wilkins & 1 st Appalonia "Appy" (WATSON) Carter 
William Wilkins & 2 nd Delilah M. A. (BASS) Carter 
Dudley Carter 
Hugh Carter 
Serena R. (CARTER) 
Enos Carter 

Daniel Sr. & 1 st Nancy (COBB) Carter 

Mary "Polly" (CARTER) & Henry Keller 

Jemima (CARTER) & Thomas Williams 

Elisha & Margaret "Peggy" (ANDERSON) Carter 

Ellis & Susanna (ANDERSON) Carter 

Sophia (CARTER) & John Pogue 
Daniel Sr. & 2 nd Ann (JONES) Carter 

Mary "Polly" (CARTER) 
Daniel Sr. & 3 rd Sarah (WEEMS) Carter 
Dorothy (CARTER) & Benjamin Goodin 
James & Phoebe "Molly" (BALLARD) Carter 

Sophia (CARTER) & Robert Paisley Russell 

Elizabeth (CARTER) & Montgomery Robertson 

Anna (CARTER) & Henry Murray 

Rebecca (CARTER) & James Whitson 

Cynthia (CARTER) & Frances Shoemake 

Eleanor (CARTER) & John Barron 

Minatree & Matilda J. (MOCK) Carter 
Rebecca (CARTER) & 1 st Capt. John Hardin 
Rebecca (CARTER) & 2 nd John Ross Sr. 

Rebecca (ROSS) & James Hardin Anderson Sr. 
John Carter 

• This is a partial list of surnames found in this volume 

Allen, Anderson, Ballard, Barron, Bass, Beck, Bennett, Cain, Campbell, Carter, Cate, Clayton, 
Cobb, Cope, Dixon, Edmonds, Goodin, Green, Guffie, Hamilton, Hardin, Jones, Keller, King, Lane, 
Lynch, Malone, McKey, Milbarn, Mock, Munsey, Murray, Parker, Pogue, Roberts, Robertson, Ross, 
Russell, Shoemake, Simms, Smith, Stanley, Trimm, Watson, Weems, Weston, Whitson, Williams, 
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Daniel Carter Sr. & 2 na Ann (JONES) 
Daniel Carter Sr. & 3 rd Sarah (WEEMS) 
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P ratt P rogenitor P apers volume 59 
John Carter Sr. and Descendants 

By <FCoyd '"Thomas (Pratt <F.KC, MA.g.L © 2014 1 st Edition 

Many of the individuals contained in this book have Cradle to Grave (C2G) profiles. Including 
documentation, notes with research references containing more Carter family history information 
than any other source. Catch up on 40 years of Carter ancestry for a few dollars. 

4 generations contains 368+ pages as a pdf file on a cd for $35.00 please email for order form 
6 generations contains 667+ pages as a pdf file on a cd for $45.00 please email for order form 
all 10 generations contains 700+ pages as a pdf file on a cd for $55.00 please email for order form 
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See the companion book 



" The Carters of Greene County, Tennessee an Early American Frontier Family " 1981 by Dr. 
John Denton Carter. 

Dr. John Denton Carter after years of study and research presents a history of John Carter Sr. with 
brothers; one such individual Levi Carter Sr. in a detailed account of their sojourn from New Jersey 
through the Pennsylvania and Virginia wilderness of the 1770's. 

Settling in Surry County, North Carolina, participating in the Revolutionary War and instrumental in 
the victory of King's Mountain, which led to the surrender of Cornwallis and the defeat of the British. 

Eventually settling in Washington County, North Carolina 1780-1781, later to become Greene 
County, Tennessee. The Carters began to homestead prime Native lands. 

Contains documented evidence of each locale the Carters lived and Dr. Carter injects local history 
concerning some key players of the American frontier. 

Good reading offering a glimpse into the pioneer mentality of the white American 18 th century 
expansionism. 

63 pages as a .pdf file on a cd or emailed (please specify) $35.00 please email for order form 



" Family History of Levi Carter Descendants and Allied Families — Cassel, Glendenning, 
Stewart, Cummins/Harvey Clelland, Van Metre " (1991) by Elizabeth Carter Schnegelberger rare 
out-of-print spiral bound 302 pages in good condition $75.00 plus $9.00 postage 

John Carter Sr. and wife Hanna left New Jersey and migrated to Virginia, then North Carolina with 
several brothers including Levi Carter Sr. and other family members. After a short stay during the 
Revolution, they settled in Greene County, North Carolina, later to become Tennessee. 

Mrs. Schnegelberger offers maps, diagrams, pictures and stories of her family, Levi's son; Elijah 
and Susannah (CASSELL) Carter and descendants and their settlement in Gentry 
County, Missouri. Only one copy available. Email and request an order form. 
floydpratt59@gmail.com or floydpratt59@vahoo.com 



Also available in hard copy... 
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